
                                                                                                                                     
 

Synopsis of this Exhibit 

 

The exhibit shows how the postal infrastructure of German East Africa was developed in the years 1890 – 1914 and how it slowly collapsed during war time after 

1914. It shows many new findings especially in terms of routing (Kondoa, Langenburg, Bukoba, Tabora), but also in terms of stamp use time (Ujiji) and agency 

operating time (Marangu). Beside presentation of postal agencies, a focus is on all connections within the area (messenger mail, railway mail) and to home. In 

addition, connections to other German colonies and foreign countries all over the world 

by mail steamers are shown. 

 

Own Publications 

 

1. ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen: Rundschreiben 118 3/2019 „Neues zur Postagentur 

Marangu“ 
 

2. ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen: Rundschreiben 117 10/2018 „Fundstücke bei eBay: 

Expeditionspost DOA von Dr. Richard Kandt“ 
 

3. ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen: Rundschreiben 116 3/2018: „Postcrossing in 

Deutsch Ostafrika“ 
 

4. ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen: Rundschreiben 123 10/2021 „Ein neuer Leitweg 

von Tabora zur Küste 1907 und 1908“ 
 

5. ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen: Berichtsheft 148 11/2019: Der Ausbau des 

Telegraphennetzes in DOA unter Leitung von Franz Krüger 
 

6. Philatelie: Ausgabe 527 Mai 2021 48-51, „Frauen in Deutsch Ostafrika“ Teil 1 
 

7. Philatelie: Ausgabe 528 Juni 2021 44-47, „Frauen in Deutsch Ostafrika“ Teil 2 

 

8. The London Philatelist, “Early mail traffic across Lake Victoria” January 2022 

submitted 
 

9. Berliner Protokolle, Ausgabe 161, Dezember 2019, 138-144 “Der Iraku Aufstand“ 
 

10. Berliner Protokolle, Ausgabe 174, Februar 2022, 116-118, „Ein neuer Brief von 

Emin Pascha aus dem Jahr 1891“ 

 

Important Presentations 

 

Jahreshauptversammlung der ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen 2018 „Das biologisch-

landwirtschaftliche Institut in Amani und seine Post“ 

 

Jahreshauptversammlung der ARGE Kolonialpostwertzeichen 2019 „Die Mission in 

Deutsch Ostafrika Teil 1 Katholische Missionen und ihre Post“ 

 

The Postal Infrastructure of 

German East Africa 1890 - 1917 

Structure of the Exhibit 
 

1. Early Post Offices on Sansibar Island 

2. Infrastructure Map of GEA 

3. Development of Postal Infrastructure: Founding of 

Post Offices / Agencies in the Mainland 1890 - 1914 

3.1. First Post Offices Daressalam and Bagamoyo 

3.2. Expansion of Costal Region 

3.3. Stepping into the Mainland 

3.4. Expansion of Infrastructure in the inner Regions 

3.5. Further Expansion of Infrastructure along the 

Railways 

3.5.1. Along Usambara Railway 

3.5.2. Along Tanganjika Railway 

3.5.3. Ruanda / Urundi / Lake Victoria 

3.5.4. Additional Post Offices 

4. Connections to the world 

4.1. Mail Steamers of the DOAL 

4.2. South and North Steamer Branch Lines 

4.3. The Bombay Line 

5. Rail Mail  

5.1. Usambara Rail Mail 

5.2. Tanganjika or Central Rail Mail 

6. Navy Ship Mail 

7. The Influence of Wars on the Postal Infrastructure 

7.1. The Mahi Mahi Revolt 1905/1906 

7.2. The Mail during the 1st World War until Collapse 

of Infrastructure 1916/17 

7.2.1. Civil Mail during the War 

7.2.2. Field Post 

 

 

For an easier identification of key pieces or first philatelic 

descriptions in this exhibit some frames around the 

pieces are coded in green instead of gray 



 

1. Early German Post Office in East Africa on Zanzibar Island 
 

In the early time of the so-called German Protectorate East Afrika the only way for all mail was through the Sansibar island. From 1875 on a postal 

infrastructure was developed by British and French authorities setting up post offices and mail steamer lines. Germany was very reluctant to 

establish an own infrastructure in or to East Africa. Not before Mai 1890 it was decided to set up a continuous steam ship connection to 

Zanzibar and end of August the first foreign post office opened there to proceed all mail from the German East Africa mail land. 

 
 

10 Pf. postal stationary card type VP15a with 

blue cancel Zanzibar KDPAg from 08/31/1890, 

the Opening day of the Post Office 

addressed to Bayreuth with receipt stamp 

09/21/1890. During the first operation week all 

cancels were blue instead of the normal black. 

There is only an extremely limited number of 

comparable pieces left from this first day in 

service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail from the Emin Pascha expedition: exceedingly rare, registered letter 10/31/1890 2x canceled with ZANZIBAR KDPAg to Neisse in Silesia 

(arrival postmark 11/22/90 on back). According to the text of this letter it was written by Eduard Schnitzer (= Emin Pascha) on 9/7/1890 and sent from 

Ussongo (south of Lake Viktoria) to the coast by courier. Hansing & Co delivered the letter to the German post office as can be seen from their company 

stamp. The R-slip is of the type 1 described in the Einfeldt book. This letter with text is described by: Schweitzer, Georg: „Emin Pascha. Eine Darstellung 

seines Lebens und Wirkens mit Benutzung seiner Tagebücher, Briefe und Wissenschaftlichen Aufzeichnungen“; Berlin 1898, p.548 

 

More about the Emin 

Pascha Expedition and 

its leader can be found 

here. 



 

 

 
 

10 Pf. postal stationary card type VP21 canceled ZANZIBAR KDPAg 06/16/1891 to Eberswalde forwarded to Berlin with arrival postmark 07/15/1891. 

This card was written by Postassistent Alfred Sachs. He came to Zanzibar somewhat later than Steinhagen. His responsibility was to start the postal 

activities on mainland with setting up post offices / agencies in Dar es salaam (short DES) and Bagamoyo (short BGM) 

 

 
 

5 Pf. postal stationary card VP24 type with an additional 10 Pf. stamp to meet the needed postage of 10 Pf. and canceled ZANZIBAR KDPAg 07/31/1891 

to Berlin with arrival postmarks August 21 and 22 1891. This card was written in BGM and processed by the Zanzibar postal agency on the last day of 

operation. Again, only very few pieces are left from this last day. 

 



 

2. Infrastructure Map German East Africa 1914 

 

 

 

Infrastructure map German East Africa 1914 according to Schmidt / Werner 1939. All important postal agencies, telegraph lines, railways, messenger mail 

connections, steamship lines etc. are shown. After the development of steamship connections along the coast, the construction of railways was the most 

important factor in the economic development of the colony and of course also to speed up mail traffic. The Usambara Railway started in 1893, but only 

after the nationalization of the railway in 1899 did things really move forward (completion to Moschi 1911). The so-called Central Railway or Tanganyika 

Railway did not begin until 1905 from Dar es Salaam (completion to Kigoma 1914). Before railway, all goods including the post had to be transported by 

caravan, i.e., on foot from the interior to the coast. Depending on the weather conditions, this could take up to 8 weeks from the stations on Tanganyika. All 

attempts to accelerate this with the help of riding or draft animals were unsuccessful. In addition to the post office, the telegraph and telephone network was 

also important for communication. The telegraph connection with the home country or the world ran initially only via Zanzibar by submarine cable, later 

(1902/1903) the stations on Lake Tanganyika were connected to the English Cape - Cairo line. After the telegraph connections on the coast had been 

completed in the 1890s, the connections to the interior were rapidly expanded between 1902 and 1905. For military purposes, connections by heliograph 

were also set up (e.g., Kilimatinde - Mkalama completed December 1903). After 1910 it was possible to establish contact with home via large radio stations 

 



 

3.1 The development of the postal infrastructure: the leap to the mainland at the end of 1890 
 

On July 11th, 1890, a contract was signed with the South Eastern Telegraph Company, which provided for the connection of Dar es Salaam (DES) and 

Bagamoyo (BGM) via Zanzibar to the worldwide telegraph network. At the same time, it was decided to set up postal agencies in DES and BGM. Both opened 

in October 1890 and remained in operation until August 1916. Until the autumn of 1892 they carried the postmark "Kaiserlich Deutsche Postagentur". Until the 

end of 1890, all mail still had to go through Zanzibar until contracts re-regulated sovereign rights. The German Empire received this from the Sultan of Zanzibar 

and from the German East Africa Company (DOAG) in return for a payment of compensation. Now the authorities could start building a postal infrastructure 

quickly. 

3.1.1 The Main Post Office in Daressalam (DES) 

 

The post office in Dar es Salaam became the main post office for the whole of GEA on April 1st, 1891. It was directly subordinate to the “Reichspost” and was 

the seat of the postal director. Until the occupation by the British in 1916, Dar es Salaam was the capital of the colony. DES had the best port at the East 

African coast, and besides Tanga it was the only and most important unloading and loading point for the mail steamers of the German East Africa Line (DOAL). 

Here most of the messenger mail came in from the interior and from 1906 this was the starting point for the Central Railway or “Mittellandbahn”, which later 

connected the Central African lakes with the coast renamed Tanganyika Railway (see infrastructure map). In DES, seven different day stamps were used until 

the war-related closure of the post office on September 1st, 1916, including the relatively rare DES KDPAg (ARGE catalog Type 1) and DES DOA a and b 

(ARGE Type 5 and 6) postmarks. The last ones, however, were used as arrival postmark with some exceptions. The changings in spelling of the place name 

should also be mentioned. On the stamps ARGE Type 1-3 you can find the Arabic spelling DAR ES SALAAM (Port of Peace), which was later simplified to 

Daressalam and whoever wanted it very briefly spoke of DES at that time. At the beginning of the World War, the seat of the governor and post director was 

relocated to Morogoro for security reasons after the city was bombarded by British cruisers 

 

 

 

Early letter from Dar es Salaam (DES) canceled with “Kaiserlich Deutsche Postagentur” or translated "Imperial German Post Agency" (ARGE Type 1) from 

October 29, 1890, to Munich with postman stamp on backside. Until December 31, 1890, the DES postal agency was a real foreign post office and was 

subordinate to Zanzibar. At that time, Dar es Salaam was not yet the capital of the colony but lived in the shadow of Bagamoyo where the caravans from the 

interior ended. The mail volume in the first few months was exceptionally low. Therefore, well-preserved letters from the month the agency was founded, 

such as the one shown here, are particularly interesting from postal history view. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

More aboout SMS 

Sophie here 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOA forerunner registered mail of weight level 3 (45 g) canceled Dar es Salaam 30.9.92 postage-fair free with 80 Pfennig to a bank in Munich with 

arrival postmark October 22nd, 1892, on backside. The R-slip is according the Einfeldt book of No. 1 type 1 

 
 

Very rare destination South America: Forerunner 

VO48c on letter with DES KDPAg canceled at 17.6.92 

to Valparaiso in Chile with arrival 8/27/92. Sender is a 

Lieutenant Schaumann from “SMS Sophie” from cruiser 

squadron East Africa. The “Sophie” was temporarily 

assigned to Valparaiso in the second half of 1891 to 

protect German nationals during the revolution against 

President Balmaceda. On June 18th the “Sophie” went 

back to Germany. 

Vorläufer VO48c auf Brief mit Stempel DES KDPAg vom 

17.6.92 nach Valparaiso in Chile mit Ankunft 27.8.92 

Absender ist ein Leutnant zur See Schaumann von der 

SMS Sophie vom Kreuzergeschwader Ostafrika. Die 

Sophie war in der 2. Jahreshälfte 91 vorübergehend 

nach Valparaiso kommandiert, um deutsche 

Staatsangehörige während der Revolution gegen 

Präsident Balmaceda zu schützen. Am 18.6. ging die 

Sophie zurück in die Heimat. 



 

 
 

Registered letter Dar es Salaam 01/02/1893: “Reichsdienstsache” subject to postage to the Foreign Office in Berlin with postage 3 RM 80 Pf. for the 18th 

weight class up to 270 grams. Arrival in Berlin on 01/23/1893, R-label number 1 type 1 according Einfeldt. At the beginning of 1893 the year number “93” 

for the stamp had not yet arrived. Therefore, a provisional number was inserted, which was used until January 16, 1893. The letter shown here is 

the highlight of this brief period. 

 

Arrival postmark Berlin foreign office and seal of the governorate for German East Africa 

on the back shown as a cut-out scan 

 



 

Stationary reply cards to and from Daressalam 

 

Postcards with an attached franked reply were quite common in the German Empire but also abroad. Such postcards were also issued in GEA with Pesa and 

later in Heller currency. But in fact, you will rarely find answers cards as mail on demand. In contrast, many of these have philatelistic background. 

 

 
 

Bavaria 10 Pfennig stationary answer card canceled with DES ARGE Type 2 June 17th, 1899, to Ludwigshafen. Arrival postmark July 16th, 1899. The 

sender is Post Director Karl Fleischer, the highest post official in GEA. He let the receiver know that the sending of GEA postage stamps outside of GEA is 

prohibited. Hard times for collectors! An interesting piece of information here confirmed by the highest authority. 

 

 
 

3 Pesa stationary reply card type P15 from St. Johann / Saar to land surveyor Kayser, who measured the Pangani valley in 1902/1903. The question part of 

the card was probably sent to Essen with backside receipt postmark 03/26/02. The later separated answer part ran from St. Johann on April 3rd, 1902, back to 

Dar es Salaam with receipt April 28th, 1902, and was then forwarded to the survey camp at Pangani. As said before such used answer card are found rarely. 



 

Intercolonial Mail from and to Darassalam 

 

The mail volume between the German colonies was extremely small, as there were few reasons to write there unless you had friends or relatives there. 

Business connections were also very rare. Therefore, mail used evidently on demand is quite rare, especially from or to the Pacific regions or to Tsingtau.  

 

10 Pfennig franked letter from Apia (Samoa) from December 

3rd, 1903, to Dar es Salaam with arrival postmark DES January 28, 

1904, to Luise Grüneberg, nurse at the Dar es Salaam hospital, 

Samoa was a German Territory in the south pacific from 1900 on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rare destination: 3 Pesa stationary card type P9 with postmark DES 8/10/1901. The card was written on July 31, 1901 in Kisaki. The card is addressed to 

the “SMS Fürst Bismarck” flagship of the East Asia Cruiser Squadron (Boxer Rebellion). The card reached the ship via Aden (August 24th), Singapore 

and Hong Kong, in Tsingtau on September 23rd, 1901 after about 7 weeks. The shipping lines from Africa to Europe and those from Europe to East Asia 

intersected in Aden. Singapore, Hong Kong and Shanghai were further distribution stations for destinations in East Asia. Here the transit and receipt postmarks 

give us a nice insight into the routing. 

 
SMS Fürst Bismarck 



 

Postal Forms 

 

Tariff-compliant multiple franking 60 H 

on a complete international post 

order for 50 rupees with Dar es 

Salaam ARGE type 7 (DOA c) from 

July 25, 1914 to India. With the 

outbreak of World War I on July 28, 

2014, this postal order was no longer 

paid out. The stamp used here was in 

use from October 1st, 2012 until the 

post office was closed on September 

1st, 2016 due to the war. Type 5 and 6 

stamps were used in parallel, but 

mostly as entry stamps. Only a few 

complete and well-preserved forms 

for international postal orders such 

as the A24 here have survived, 

partly only due to special 

circumstances such as the beginning 

of the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan of the back of the parcel card with additional postage (7.5 

Heller presentation fee) and proof of collection.  

Cash on delivery package card 3.5 kg with postage-fair 50 H 

postage and postmark Daressalam DOA "b" 20.11.14 (ARGE Type 

6) to Mohoro. Cash on delivery parcel cards from German East 

Africa have survived rarely and, therefore, they are significant pieces 

for postal history. Form C20 is the type with seven lines and a 

smaller field for postage. The postmark “DOA b” was in use from March 3rd, 1909 until the post office was closed on September 1st, 1916 due to the war, 

and is by far the rarest, along with “DOA KDPAg” ARGE type 1. The recipient, corporal Bergmann, was a member of the Delta special forces, which was 

responsible for the protection of the cruiser “Königsberg” hidden in the Rufiyi Delta and maintained a fire control center with field telegraph and heliograph 

on Pemba mountain close to Salale..



 

3.1.2 The Post Agency in Bagamoyo (BGM) 

 

Because of its importance for trade and as the end point of the caravan route from the interior of the colony, Bagamoyo was the first to receive a post office 

beside DES, also initially with the status of a post office abroad. From the point of view of postal infrastructure, BGM was even more important than the 

capital, at least until 1893. A lot of mail from the interior of the country went from here directly to Sansibar and from there to Europe. Depending on the 

connection, the routing via Dar es Salaam and from there to the German mail steamer was also an option. In BGM there were three day stamps until the 

agency was closed on August 22nd, 1916, whereby Arge Typ1 KDPAg is by far the rarest. It was in use from 10/11/90 to November 1892. 

 
Rare expedition mail October 16, 1892: with postmark Bagamoyo KDPAg on letter with transit Daressalam (October 17, 1892) to Schönebeck / Elbe 

and forwarded to Coethen (November 17, 1892); On the back the sender information "Schloifer Sec.Lieut./Bagamoyo/Victoria-Nyanssa-Exped.". The 2nd 

anti-slavery expedition led by lieutenants Waldemar Werther and Otto Schloifer left Bagamoyo on September 6, 1892. At the beginning of October they 

reached Mpapua, where this letter was written (see Schloifer "Bana Uleia", pp. 40.). Since there were no postal agencies in the interior of the country at 

that time, the letter was brought to Bagamoyo by courier and processed there. 

 

 

 
 

Bagamoyo KDPAg 6/2/1891 with transit 

Zanzibar KDPAg 6/3/91 forwarded to Lauterberg 

with arrival 6/24/.91. Again, this letter was sent by 

courier from the interior of the country to 

Bagamoyo and processed there. The addressee, 

Major von Wissmann, had already started the 

journey home after he had secured the 

Kilimanjaro area for the empire. The sender was the Englishman Stokes, who was temporarily in German service and also accompanied 

the Emin Pascha expedition. It is known that Stokes and Emin were not just friends and Stokes sent several letters of complaint to 

Wissmann. One of the very few letters of the Wissmann correspondence in collectors' hands, with the two KDPAg postmarks Bagamoyo 

and Zanzibar. 

More about Hermann von Wissmann, Co founder of German East Africa, Commissioner and later Governor 

 

Reduced scan of the back of the letter with the 

sender, as well as transit and arrival postmark 



 

 
 

 

Emin Pascha Expedtion: Registered Mail 4th weight class (80g) with two 50 Pfennig Crown & Eagle stamps of the early b type postmark BGM KDPAg 

3/16/91 and arrival postmark Berlin 4/20/91 on back. R-label Einfeldt Nr. 1 type 1. Big envelope containing an ornithology report sent  by Emin Pascha from 

the Lake Victoria to the most important bird systematist in Germany Dr. Anton Reichenow to the museum of nature science..



 

 

 

 
 

Incoming insured letter for 170 RM: postage-correct on the backside (therefore initially rejected) franked with 65 Pfennig from Munich January 26th, 1912, via 

Bologna 1/28/12. and Lecce 1/29/12. to Naples 1/29/12. There next day loaded onto the German mail steamer Rhenania and then via Tanga 02/16/12 and DES 

02/19/12 to Bagamoyo with arrival postmark ARGE catalog Type 3 dated 02/21/12. Then forwarded to the mission of the Fathers of the Holy Spirit in Mhonda 

near Bagamoyo. Insured letters both to the colony and from there to Germany are particularly interesting in terms of postal history because only a few have 

survived. 

 
 

Reduced scan of the back of the insured letter with all transit and arrival postmarks as well as the canceled stamps.



 

3.2 The development of the postal infrastructure: Expansion of the Coastal Region 1891-1894 
 

In the period from 1891 to 1894 7 new postal agencies were opened in the coastal region: Tanga on 05/05/91, Lindi on 05/17/91, Kilwa on 04/14/92, 

Saadani on 05/25/92 and Pangani on 06/15/92, as well as Mohorro in the Rufiji Delta on 02/01/94 and Mikindani in the extreme south on 10/30/94. These 

places had been connected by ships of the northern branch line of the DOAL since April 1891, which considerably reduced the transit times of the post 

along the coast. In addition, steamers of the governorate flotilla operated between the coastal towns and carried both mail and passengers. This dense 

network of connections made it possible to connect the smaller coastal towns to Dar es Salaam and Zanzibar with short lead times for mail und goods. 

3.2.1 The Post Office in Tanga 
 

The postal agency in Tanga was opened on May 5th, 1891 and stayed in service until July 7th, 1916. There were three day stamps. Beside DES, Tanga 

was the second port that was regularly serviced by the DOAL mail steamers and had a direct connection with home, therefore. All mail from the Usambara 

region, including the Kilimanjaro region, was channeled through the Tanga postal agency. Until 1895 Tanga was the only agency for the northwest of GEA 

and all mail was sent there by courier. Tanga was the starting point of the Usambara Railway from 1893 and thus also developed into the most important 

trading point in northern German East Africa. From here, steamers could reach Dar es Salaam or Zanzibar in one day. The Tanga postal agency was 

changed to a post office on January 1st, 1909. All the time until the world war there were only these two post offices in GEA: DES and Tanga, all others 

were agencies, serviced only to a small part by Empire post officers, but mostly by the military, policemen or civil persons. 
 

Registered letter (forerunner) with cancel 

Tanga ARGE catalog type 1 08/10/93 to the 

later governor of GEA Graf von Götzen in 

Berlin with arrival postmark 9/12/93. R-label 

Einfeldt No. 1 type 1. 

This letter was written by company 

commander Kurt Johannes in Marangu, at 

that time on an expedition against Sultan 

Meli in the Moschi district. Two days after 

the letter arrived by courier in Tanga, the 

assault on Melis Boma began with 5 

companies. Besides the punitive expedition 

against the Wahehe in 1894, this was the 

largest military operation in GEA before the 

time of the Mahi Mahi uprising and World 

War I 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More about Graf von Götzen here 

 

 

 

 

More about Kurt Johannes here 

 

Reduced scan of the backside with sender address and arrival postmark



 

 
 

 

 

Letter from Dr. Carl Peters 

Registered letter (forerunner) processed in 

Tanga on 3.2.92 with reverse transit postmark 

DES KDPAg 2/5/92 and arrival Berlin 3/3/92. R-

slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 1. The letter was written 

personally by the founder of German East Africa, 

Dr. Carl Peters at Kilimanjaro Station on 9/1/92. It 

took almost a month to get the letter to the coast 

by courier. 

 

Above: Reduced backside Scan of the letter with 

transit and arrival postmarks and printed sender 

address. 

Left: Original letter from Carl Peters with 

letterhead Imperial Governor German East Africa 

changed to "Commissioner". So, you can see what 

Mr. Peters expected at the time, but did not 

materialize. The content of the letter is interesting 

in terms of contemporary history insofar as it 

sheds light on the question of why Karl Freiherr 

von Gravenreuth was not appointed commander 

of the “Schutztruppe”, as everyone had expected, 

but was transferred to Cameroon, where he fell 

fighting insurgents on November 5th, 1891. Letters 

from Carl Peters with content from his time in GEA 

are both historical and postal historically 

significant. 

            More about Carl Peters 

    
Complete text of the letter 



 

Registered letter of the 3rd weight 

level in mixed postage: preprinted 

cover to Wiesbaden with postmark 

Tanga ARGE catalog type 1 

08/26/1896 with arrival postmark 

Wiesbaden on back 9/15/96. Mixed 

postage from Pesa cross overprint 

from July 1893 and the new 3 Pesa 

stamps with oblique overprint (R-slip 

Einfeldt No. 1 Type 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Complete international 

postal money order from 

Tanga 2.11.00 with transit 

postmark Cologne 

11/23/00 and arrival 

postmark New York 

12/6/00. Total postage for 

100 USD = 424 

Reichsmark 2 M 60 Pf (30 

Pesa in mixed postage). 

Since January 1st, 1899, 

postal orders over 400M 

have been possible 

abroad. For international 

postal orders the tariff of 

the UPU applied: for every 

20 M to 80 M 20 Pf. For all 

further 40 M commenced 

also 20 Pf. In this case it 

makes 2 M 60 Pf. This 

piece is a real DOA 

rarity: according to Ronald 

Steuer so far only 2 more 

postal orders with type. 

V37f are registered. 



 

 

 
 

Parcel card Tanga Nr. 744 from April 8th, 1896, with still attached coupon to Bethel near Bielefeld: The stamp of the Tanga customs office on the coupon. 

Backside transit stamp Hamburg 5/14/96, Bielefeld 5/15/96. and arrival Gadderbaum same day (see scan below). According to these dates, the package was 

shipped with mail steamer “Kanzler”, which arrived at Tanga on April 14th and on May 14th in Hamburg. Such forms from the early days of GEA with this rare 

franking with the pair V37e are important testimonies of the GEA postal history. 

 

Detail scan of the back of the Tanga parcel card with postage and transit and arrival postmarks  

 

 

 

 

 

Very early incoming mail from a Togo 

expedition to GEA: Captain Kling writing to the 

company commander and district chief Eugen 

Krenzler in Tanga. This Togo Forerunner VP21 

was sent from Klein-Popo (7/1/91) with transit 

Lome (7/4/91) to Tanga in GEA. Captain Kling 

explored the Togo region from 1888 - 91 during 

several expeditions. 

 

 



 

 
Rare intercolony destination: 10/06/1896: 5 Pesa stationary card with postmark TANGA to postal secretary Rüter in Togo, on backside with signatures 

of the post officers from Tanga (Postsekretär Willy Lethgau and Postpraktikant Kleine). The postmarks show us the routing through London (10/28/96.), 

Porto-Novo (11/27/96.), Cotonou (11/28/96.) and Grand-Popo (11/30/96) in Benin. Grand Popo was just on the border with the Togo region. As you can see 

here, the way for the post to West African German colonies was long and slow. Whether around the Cape to German Southwest Africa or on the north route 

to Togo, it could easily take 8-10 weeks for the mail to arrive at these times. 

 

3.2.2. The Postal Agency in Lindi 
 

The post agency Lindi opened shortly after Tanga as the first post agency on the south coast. The connection to Dar es Salaam or Zanzibar by ship took an 

average of 2-3 days. Lindi was a military station (3rd company) and district capital. The agency closed on September 11th, 1916, due to the war. There were 

two kinds of postmarks: Type 1 was used until October 16, 1903. Type 2 was used until closing date and later behind the frontlines without a year number 

until mid-October 1917. 
 

 

10 Pf. Stationary card type VP21 (forerunner) with Lindi postmark type 1 June 16, 1891, and transit “Zanzibar KDPAg” June19th 1891. The Lindi 

postal agency was opened on May 17th, 1891, Zanzibar was closed on July 31st, 1891. Therefore, this combination was possible for 10 weeks only. 

 

Reduced backside scan with more Transit 

postmarks 



 

 
 

Registered letter with correct postage for the 2nd weight level from Lindi 03/24/06 to Kassel with arrival postmark on back 04/19/06. R-label Einfeldt 

No. 3 type 2a. Here the postmark Lindi type 2 was used introduced October 1, 1903. The sender is Captain Egon Seyfried at that time military commander 

of the Lindi district during the Mahi Mahi rebellion (August 05 to June 06) 

 

 
 

Postmark Lindi March 13th,1912: 4 H stationary card type P22 with the very rare arrival postmark Salale March 16th. Salale was a small place in the 

Rufiyi Delta, which, unlike the larger Mohoro in the same area, was so close to the coast that steamers of the Bombay Line could call at it (since 1909).  



 

3.2.3 The Postal Agency in Sadani 

 

The Sadani Post Agency was opened on May 5th, 1892, and closed on July 25th, 1916, due to the war. There were two stamps with a change in writing. 

The place was about 100 km north of Dar es Salaam. By ship, post connection to DES, Tanga or Zanzibar 1-2 days. Sadani was a focus of the cotton 

plantations. 
 

 
 

Above: Registered letter from Sadani with the 

cancellation ARGE catalog type 2 (introduced 

in 1909 after the spelling was changed to Sadani 

instead of Saadani) from May 21, 1912 postage-

fair weight level 2 with R-slip Einfeldt No. 3 type 

2a (with hand-canceled "a") to Bodelshausen with 

arrival June 12th, 1912. 
 

Incoming mail: DR stationary card type P54 

with still attached answer card from Jonsdorf near 

Zwickau with private stamp of photographer 

Theodor Stephani to Sadani with transit postmark 

Tanga 11/14/01 and arrival postmark Saadani 

type 1 11/15/01. Addressee had left and, 

therefore, the card was forwarded to Neusalza 

via Bagamoyo (11/21/01) and DES (11/25/01), 

where Mr. Kleinhempel received the card on 

12/17/01. On the same day he used the reply 

card to Jonsdorf, where it reached Mr. Stephani 

on December 18th, 1901.  



 

3.2.4 The Postal Agency in Kilwa 
 

The district capital Kilwa was about 200 km south of Dar es Salaam. The post connection by ship to DES via the northern branch line or the flotilla of the 

governorate was 1-2 days. Before the railway was buildt, Kilwa was an important junction from which all mail went to the south and southwest of the colony. The 

route led via Liwale to Songea, from there via Wiedhafen and Muaja to Langenburg and Neu-Langenburg. Another junction was to Mohoro in the Rufiyi area by 

courier what took 6 days. The post office in Kilwa was opened on April 14th, 1892 and existed until September 7th, 1916. There were two different stamps: 

Kilwa and Kilwa DOA introduced 7/20/08. 

 

 
 

Forerunner: Parcel card for a package of 5 kg with postmark Kilwa 7/5/1892 with postage of 3 M 20 Pf to Cottbus. 2 M stamp is VO37e, the 50 Pf stamps 

are VO50 d II with plate error broken plate and 10 Pf are of the b type. The number 7 shows us that this is an early if not the earliest Kilwa parcel card 

survived until today. The arrival postmark Hamburg 9/5/92 is proof that this parcel was shipped with RPD “Reichstag” leaving DES August 1st.  

 

 

Registered letter from Kilwa with 

cancellation ARGE catalog Type 1 from 

06/10/1897 with transit postmark DES 

06/12/1897 and arrival in Augsburg 

7/10/97. R-label Einfeldt No. 1 type 1. 

Two days of transit time was usual for 

the connection by ship to DES.  

 



 

3.2.5 The Postal Agency in Pangani 

 

Pangani was formerly an important starting point for caravans to the Kilimanjaro area but lost its importance to Tanga because of the Usambara railway. 

However, Pangani remained the district capital and was given a post office on June 15, 1892. Like other major coastal towns, Pangani was connected to 

Dar es Salaam by the northern branch line and steamers of the flotilla. Depending on the connection time, mail could be routed via Zanzibar, Dar es Salaam 

or Tanga. The post office was closed on July 20th, 1916, due to the war. There was only one stamp type. 

 

 
 

Registered letter from Pangani June 4th,1913, to Muanza with arrival postmark June 19th,1913, on backside. R-label Einfeldt No. 7 Type 5. Thanks to the 

central railway, which was completed as far as Tabora at the time, Lake Victoria could be reached in about 2 weeks from the coastal places. 

 

 

 

Rare destination: 3 Pesa stationary type P13 

with additional postage 3 Pesa to Sendaran 

Agoeng in Dutch India from Pangani 7/11/04 

via Zanzibar (7/13) and Aden (7/30/04) to 

Singapore (8/11/04), Weltevreden (8/14/04), 

Padang (8/18/04) and then to Sendaran. This 

card went from Pangani directly to Zanzibar and 

then using the main connection to the Far East 

via the nodes Aden and Singapore. Weltevreden 

is named Jakarta today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3.2.7 The Postal Agency in Mikindani 

 

On October 30th, 1894, Mikindani was the last post office to open on the coast. The city was in the Lindi district in the extreme south of GEA and had a 

district branch office and a customs post. The steamers of the governorate flotilla and the DOAL northern branch line made the connection to Dar es 

Salaam. The post agency existed until 9/13/1916 and used two stamp types. 

 

 

Rare intercolonial mail with an interesting 

routing: 5 Pesa stationary type P6 canceled 

Mikindani February 17th, 1897, to Lome in 

Togo. The stamp is type 1 in use until June 1st, 

1906. The card first went to DES with the coastal 

steamer (transit 02/24/97), then via Zanzibar on a 

French mail steamer (transit 02/27/97) to Djibouti 

(03/07/97), and then to Aden (03/09/97). There it 

was possibly loaded on the DOAL steamer 

“General” to Hamburg reaching Aden on March 

12th, as advised (“über Hamburg”). From Hamburg 

it was shipped to Lome (arrival postmark Lome 

May 2nd,1897) most possible with the Woermann 

West Africa Line. Unfortunately, there is no proof 

for this routing from further transit postmarks, but it 

is very probable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter franked with 7.5 H and with Mikindani 

cancellation June 22nd, 1906. On backside 

with transit postmark DES June 27th, 1906, and 

arrival Berlin July 23rd, 1906. The type 2 stamp 

shown here was introduced on June 1st, 1906, 

and in use until closing. 

 

 

 

 



 

3.3 The development of the postal infrastructure: Stepping into the Mainland 1895 
 

The year 1895 saw great strides in improving the colony's postal infrastructure. No less than 10 postal agencies were opened within this one year: Bukoba, 

Kilossa, Kisaki, Langenburg, Marangu, Masinde, Moschi, Mpapua, Muanza and Tabora. Langenburg, Bukoba and Muanza were located at the Central 

African lakes, Kilossa, Mpapua and Tabora on the main connection to the lakes, which was later to be followed by the Central Railway. Moschi and Marangu 

were in the Kilimanjaro region. However, two agencies, Masinde and Kisaki, were closed again after a year due to a lack of traffic. 

 

The Postal Agencies Moschi and Marangu 

 

Moschi was at the foot of Mount Kilimanjaro and had already been founded by the DOAG at the time of Carl Peters. Due to its high altitude, it was an ideal 

area for European settlers who could try their hand at planting or farming here. The establishment of a postal infrastructure was especially important, 

therefore, and the Moschi agency was one of the first to open inland on April 16, 1895. The connection to the coast was the port of Tanga, with which 

Moschi was connected by the Usambara Railway from 1911. Moschi was closed on March 9, 1916, due to the war. There was only one stamp type.  

 

 
 

Registered letter canceled at Moschi March 26th, 1900, to Athens. The first transit was 

Tanga on April 6th. So the letter to the coast took 11 days, normal at this time, when only a 

small part of the railway was completed (42 of 354 km). Further transit postmarks on back Suez 

and Alexandria (21.4.00), as well as arrival in Athens probably on 14.4 according to the Julian 

calendar and 27.4. Gregorian calendar. The postage is 1.80 RM = 93 pesa, which corresponds 

to a maximum weight of 120 g = weight level 8. Not just many of such heavy-weight registered 

letters to foreign destinations with corresponding multiple postage survived until today. The R-

label could be identified as Einfeldt No. 3 Type 2. 

 

Left: excerpt from the back of the letter to Athens 



 

Reduced scan of the 

backside of the parcel 

card with more franking 

with 3 and 2 Rupees 

stamps. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parcel card from Moschi (July 15, 1910) with unusually high 

franking consisting of seven stamps for a total of 11.85 rupees (3 

parcels> 20 kg). The route from the sender to the addressee is proven 

by 21 stamps / postmarks and 6 handwritten entries. The stamp of the 

customs administration in GEA is partially covered by the front 3 Rupees 

stamp. The transit postmarks are Tanga 7/22/10, Hamburg 6/9/10, 

Stuttgart 7/9/10. Arrival postmark Kirchheim / Teck 9/9/10. In mid-1910 

the rail connection was ready up to approx. 100 km from Moschi, 

therefore it took only a week to Tanga. The DOAL had to ship all parcels 

via Hamburg, hence the longer delivery time of approx. 5 weeks 

compared to approx. 3 weeks for letter post via Naples. 

 

The transit times of the mail from Kilimanjaro to the coast were heavily dependent on the expansion of the Usambara Railway, which began in Tanga in 1893 

and reached Moshi in 1911. If you had to reckon with up to 4 weeks before the start of the railway construction, this duration was shortened to one day in 1911. 

 

 

Expedition mail with a rare destination: picture postcard with postmark Moschi July 25th, 1912, to Rio de 

Janeiro with arrival October 5th, 1912, and transit postmarks Port Said and Port Taufiq, August 12th, 1912. Lead 

time in 1912 thanks to the now fully completed railway connection Moschi - Tanga (354 km) only approx. 14 days 

to Port Said (estimated 1-2 days to the coast). 

 

 

 

Photo card with arrow to the highest Mawenzi 

peak (5148 m). The sender is the geographer 

and glaciologist Fritz Klute, who was on an 

expedition with Hans Oehler for the stereo-

photogrammetric measurement of the 

Kilimanjaro massif. The card was written by the 

team shortly after the world first ascent. 

More about Fritz Klute and the 

First Ascent of the Mawenzi here 

 



 

Marangu was a military station on Kilimanjaro and had a postal agency since June 29, 1895. At that time, Marangu was more important than Moschi from 

the military point of view, but that was to change soon after the post office opened. It can be considered certain that in the last years of the period of use the 

Marangu stamp was stored in the post office in Moschi, where it was used for collector mail (until May 18, 1901). So far it remains unclear when the post 

agency in Marangu lost its importance. The pieces shown here can narrow down this period a little more closely. 

 

 
 

5 P stationary type P2 cancelled on 08/18/97 

in Marangu with transit Tanga from 08/30/97 to 

Frankfurt with arrival 9/24/97.. The card text is 

sensational in terms of postal history, because 

here missionary Althaus from the Mamba mission 

informs the collector Hermann that “the Moschi 

station is now doing all postal business on 

Kilimanjaro” and “Marangu is no longer in 

operation”. He would, however, ask the 

administrator there “to use the stamp that is still 

stored there on this card”. The fact that this 

reorganization of the post in the Moschi district 

occurred so early, i.e. well before the official final 

closure of Marangu, was not previously known 

and explains why there is no Marangu on-

demand mail from the years 1897 and later. 

This new information about Marangu was 

published in circular no. 118 of the ARGE 

Colonial Postage. One can conclude from this 

information that Marangu mail on demand is only possible in the years 1895/96, which should give rise to a reassessment in the ARGE's stamp catalog. 

 
On-demand letter canceled in 

Marangu September 20th, 1895, with 

transit Tanga October 12th, Zanzibar 

October 16th, Aden Nov. 1st, and arrival 

St. Julian Nov.13th. The letter by Julius 

Gilcher was written on September 14th 

on Kilimanjaro Station and is one of the 

few testimonials for Marangu on-

demand mail from the early days of the 

postal agency. Julius Gilcher's 

correspondence was published by 

Klaus Riel in 2011 and, with a few 

exceptions, is now stored at the 

“Akademie der Künste” in Berlin. 



 

The Postal Agencies in Kisaki and Masinde 

 

Kisaki and Masinde were military bases. Kisaki was laid out in 1892 to protect the Dar es Salaam district against attacks by the Mafiti and Wahehe, and 

Masinde as early as 1890 to protect the caravan route towards Kilimanjaro. Both lost their importance in 1896 after the decision had been made that Iringa 

and Wilhelmstal should take over their functions. Therefore, the postal agencies there became superfluous and were closed soon after. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incoming mail DR 10 Pf stationary with cancel 

Ballenstedt 9/30/1895 to Daressalam with arrival 

10/31/1895 and then forwarded to Kisaki 

(arrival 11/12/95). Kisaki received a postal 

agency on April 29th, 1895, but it was closed 

soon on March 15, 1896. In addition to the short 

period of use, the low mail volume ensured that 

today only about 10 pieces with this cancel 

are preserved 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter with cancel Masinde10/10/1895 

to Berlin with backside arrival postmark 

November 12th, 1895, and transit Tanga 

(October 13th), Zanzibar (October 16th) 

and Aden (November 1st). Masinde was 

located in West Usambara and was in 

the beginning a military station and later 

a station on the Usambara Railway at 

km 144. The Masinde postal agency 

was in operation for 10 months only 

from May 14th, 1895 to March 15th, 

1896. Therefore, on-demand mail is very 

rare (mostly stationaries). Here is one 

of the very few letters that have been 

survived. 

 



 

The Postal Agencies in Bukoba and Muanza 
 

Muanza (later spelling "Muansa") was a place on the south bank of Lake Victoria. First the location of the 11th Company, it was given a district office after 

the military administration was abolished. Besides Bukoba, it was the second place that received a post office on the lake (October 1st, 1895). It existed until 

July 13th, 1916 and had two kind of stamps. Until 1903 the mail was transported to the coast by courier, which took about 40-45 days. 

Bukoba was a place on the west bank of Lake Victoria, near the English border. The postal agency opened on 9/14/95. It existed until June 3rd, 1916 and 

had only one stamp type. After the completion of the British Uganda Railway to Kisumu on the north shore of the lake in 1901/02, the route with steamers 

across the lake and further by rail to the coast was by far the faster way to Germany, both for goods and mail. However, it was not until 1903 that a postal 

contract with the British regulated the passage of German mail in sealed bags from the lake area via Kisumu to Mombasa and back to the GEA coast or 

further overseas to Germany or other countries.  
 

This card is a special piece from the time the 

postal agencies were founded on Lake 

Victoria. It was written on October 3rd, 1895 by 

Commandant Bernhard von Kalben in Bukoba. 

The post office had just opened there. He reports 

that a regular messenger mail has now been set 

up between Bukoba and Muanza. But since he 

himself wanted to set off south the next day, von 

Kalben took the card with him and delivered it 

personally in Muanza. You have to imagine the 

messenger mail at the time in such a way that a 

courier did not run from Bukoba the whole way to 

the coast, but only to the next post office, i.e. 

Muanza, ca. 400 km. Then it was handed over to 

the next courier, who ran to Tabora, ca. 350 km, 

etc. In this case, the couriers needed 5 weeks 

from Muanza to the coast for a total of 1.200 km 

(canceled Muanza November 4th, 1895 / Transit 

DES December 13th, 1895). 

 
 

 
5 P stationary card type P2 from Muanza on the south bank of Lake Victoria to Neisse (arrival December 16th, 1895). This card was written on October 

1st, 1895 and canceled on October 2nd (ARGE Type1 "Muanza") in the postal agency that was just opened. The card reached Dar es Salaam on the 

coast on November 15th after a good 45 days



 

Of course, it was a nuisance for the Germans in 

Bukoba that the mail to home took so long. It had 

already been noticed that the Uganda railway to the 

coast had been completed in early 1902 to Kisumu on 

the north bank of the lake, but there was no transport 

possible by rail with German postage or domestic 

postage tariff. Therefore, the idea came up early on to 

bring urgent mail by ship to Entebbe, which was less 

than 300 km north on the lakeshore. There the mail 

was brought to the English post office and the 

international postage one Anna to Germany was paid 

there. The picture postcard on the left was written 

in Bukoba early December1902, posted in Entebbe on 

December 11th, 1902, was in Mombasa on December 

23rd and in Bremen on January 17th, so the lead time 

to Germany was only 6 weeks. That was a significant 

time saver, but seemingly, there was no mail detected 

so far from other places around Lake Victoria using the 

Uganda Railway before the contract was made mid 

1903 with the British authorities for mail transport in sealed mail bags through the EAP by train. Therefore, this (unofficial) routing was a Bukoba specialty. From 

other pieces not shown here due to lack of space it can be concluded that this routing via Entebbe was used until 1906 and will be published soon in the 

ARGE circular because it was not described so far. 

 

 

 
Rare Destination: Registered letter from Bukoba to Tsingtau canceled October 2nd, 

1909, postage-fair for the 2nd weight step with R-label Einfeldt No. 5 type 2b. According 

to Einfeldt's handbook, this R-slip was only in use until 1908 but is still used on this letter 

at the end of 1909. Letters, especially registered mail, from Central Africa to the 

Tsingtau colony are exceedingly rare. 

 

The backside transit postmarks document the complicated route 

from the heart of Africa to China. At first, the letter went across 

the lake to Kisumu in EAP, as was customary at the time for 

all mail from the German part of Lake Victoria area (October 

6th), then on the Uganda Railway and in Mombasa on the mail 

steamer. In Aden it was reloaded, probably on the German East 

Asia Line to Hong Kong (November 3rd) and then via feeder 

lines to Shanghai (November 8th) and Tsingtau with final arrival 

on November 13th. Seven weeks runtime for this enormous 

distance under the circumstances at the time seems to be quite 

fast. 



 

The Postal Agency Langenburg / Neu-Langenburg 

 

Langenburg was located on Lake Nyassa in 

the southwest of the colony and got a post 

office on June 5th, 1895. In 1901 the district 

office was relocated to Neu-Langenburg, in 

the northern highlands, which were healthier 

for Europeans. The postal history of 

Langenburg is particularly interesting 

because of three different routings that 

were used for mail to Germany. 
 

The first routing for the mail from the very 

few Germans at Lake Nyassa in the early 90th. 

was the connection via the rivers Shire and 

Sambesi south to the PEA coast. The first 

Germans at the lake were from of the Nyassa 

expedition of the Berlin Mission. They 

founded their first station “Wangemannshöhe” 

October 1891. 

 

Reduced scan of 

the back of the 

letter 

 

 

 

 

The second so-called Wißmann lake 

expedition arrived 1892 to assemble a 

small armed steamer to prevent 

transport of slaves across the lake. 

The members founded the station 

Langenburg. On this page very early 

pieces are shown from the Lake 

Nyassa.  
 

Above the earliest known piece from 

the Berlin Nyassa Expedition, sent to 

the coast via Sambesi and picked up 

by mail steamer “Wißmann” canceled 

22.7.91 "Deutsche Seepost Ostafrika-

nische Zweiglinie I" at Quelimane. On 

back transit postmark Zanzibar KDPAg 

28.7.91 

On the left letter to Augsburg canceled 

with "Deutsche Seepost Ostafrikani-

sche Zweiglinie I", May 22nd, 1893. 

Transit DES June 3rd, 1893, and arrival 

Augsburg June 27th 1893, on the back. 

The postmark belonged to the steamer 

“Emin”, which reached Chinde on 

shedule May 19th, 1893, and picked up 

mail there.



 

 

 

Reduced Scan of the backside with all 

transit marks 

 

Second type of routing 1895-1906 

Letter cancelled Langenburg with ARGE 

type 2 postmark from April 9th 1900, to 

Bethel (arrival June 7th) on the reverse (see 

above) with the complete set of transit 

postmarks Kilwa (May 2nd) and DES (May 

8th) and arrival Bielefeld / Bethel. 
 

This letter shows the new transit overland from Langenburg to Kilwa and from there by steamer to DES. What is interesting about this letter is that 

additional postage was charged. It was franked with 5 Pesa in Langenburg, which would have been correct if the sender had used a DR 10 Pfennig 

stamp with 5 Pesa imprinted on it. But the Pesa imprints were irrelevant because they showed the purchase prices for the stamps only. The pfennig 

amounts on the stamps counted, and here was only 8 Pfennigs so 2 too little.  
 

If you are looking for evidence on letters of the third and last route Langenburg - Iringa - Kilossa - DES after 1906 you will not find any regular piece with 

transit postmarks. Nevertheless, a letter from the war period can be presented below, which shows evidence for the route to Langenburg via Iringa. It 

concerns here a pre-paid (see also chapter "Civil War Mail") envelope with violet 7½ Heller franking stamp and seal of the post director in Morogoro posted 

in Tabora on June 5th 1916, to Massoko near Neu Langenburg.  
 

 

 
According to the 

postmark on the backside 

(see scan above), the 

letter reached Iringa on 

6/14/16. But Langenburg 

was already in British 

hands and therefore the 

letter could not be 

forwarded anymore 

(closure of the Neu 

Langenburg post office 

on May 30th, 1916). 

 



 

The Postal Agency in Tabora 

 

Tabora was founded by the Arabs around 1820 and was an important base for the slave and ivory trade. It became a German military station since 1890, 

and a district office after the military administration was abolished. Even after the end of the slave trade, Tabora remained an especially important trading 

post, which was given a post office early on July 17th, 1895. It existed until Tabora was occupied by Belgian troops on September 18, 1916. There were two 

different kinds of stamps: Tabora and Tabora “Deutsch Ostafrika” introduced October 1912. Before the railway, the transport time by courier to the coast 

was a good month, as can be seen on the example below. The further the construction of the Central Railway advanced from 1905, the shorter the lead 

times became. However, the top of the track did not reach Tabora until July 1, 1912 

Registered postcard from Tabora with blue 

stamp ARGE catalog Type 1 from 10/25/00 

postage-fair with transit postmark DES (11/23/00) 

to Stuttgart (12/15/00.). The black stamp color 

was mandatory, but sometimes none was 

available and so other colors were used, mostly 

blue or less often purple. R-label Einfeldt No. 3 

type 2. 

 

Until today it seemed as if the routing Tabora - 

DES had never been changed until closing in 

1916. But now my research shows an 

alternative route, which I can substantiate with 

examples below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Incoming mail: Registered letter from 

Mombasa to Tabora from the office of 

Hansing & Co. with Mombasa postmark 

December 21st, 1904, and reference “via 

Muanza”. The Uganda railway 

completed 1902 was a faster option to 

send mail to the western part of GEA. 

According to transit postmarks on back 

the letter was on 12/25/04 in Kisumu and 

in Muanza on 1/8/05. Then another week 

by courier to Tabora (arrival 1/14/05 with 

the handwritten year number “05”) and 

after 3 weeks the letter was with the 

addressee! This letter caught my 

attention to look for mail that had also 

traversed the route via Muanza in 

reverse possibly even to Germany. 



 

This letter actually went through the 

route via Muanza in reverse: canceled in 

Tabora on May 10, 1908 via Muanza on 

May 16. to Mombasa with arrival 24.5. 

Running time only 14 days (see reduced 

scan of the reverse below). 

 

 
 

Because the addressee had left with an 

unknown address, the letter was sent back 

to Tabora on June 30th. 

 

The question that now arose was 

whether mail to Germany, as evidenced 

by transit stamps, also used this route. 

 

 

 
 

Registered letter canceled in Tabora on June 3rd, 1908, via 

Muanza (06/14/08) to Berlin with arrival 07/10/08 and then 

forwarded to Karlsbad in Bohemia. 

 

 

 

 

This letter is proof that the route via Muanza and Mombasa was also used for mail to Germany. In the meantime, I was able to evaluate further 

documents with the transit Muanza, which cannot all be shown here. The summarized insight from this is that the route via Muanza to Germany was used for 

the first time during the Mahi Mahi uprising in 1905/06, when the messenger mail to DES was temporarily interrupted. In 1907/08 at the latest, this route 

appears to have been used routinely. On 01/01/1909 the Central Railway reached Kilossa. This means that the courier route with a rail link in Kilossa was again 

the faster alternative. Further research will be needed to further narrow down the period when this route via Muanza was used and whether it was used for all 

mail from Tabora and its hinterland. Actual results are submitted for publication in the next ARGE circular. 



 

The Postal Agencies in Mpapua and Kilossa 

 

Mpapua had been a military station since the Arab uprising and a district branch after the military withdrew. Distance to Dar es Salaam about 350 km with a 

lead time for mail of 2-3 weeks by courier. The postal agency was set up on April 20th, 1895 and existed until August 31st, 1916. There was only one stamp 

type. After the completion of the railway to Kilossa, the transit time was shortened to a few days (Mpapua had no direct rail connection). 

 

 

Registered letter of the 3rd weight 

level with R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 1 

from Mpapua from 02/13/1900 to 

Athens with reverse transit postmarks 

DES (February 24th), Suez (March 

10th), Alexandria and arrival in Athens 

on March 3rd, according to the Julian 

calendar and March 16th according to 

the Gregorian calendar. In Greece, the 

Gregorian calendar was not 

introduced until 1923. 

 

 

Like Mpapua, Kilossa was a station on the old caravan route from 

the coast to Tabora approx. 100 km southeast of the Mpapua 

station and later a train station between Morogoro and Dodoma. 

Like Mpapua, Kilossa was later a district branch office and 

received a post office opened on April 1st, 1895, which existed 

until it was closed on August 20, 1916, due to the war. 

 

Part of a parcel card with blue stamp Kilossa February 5th, 

1906, to Davos, Switzerland, franked with 2 rupees and 30 

hellers. This was a duty-free package with indication of no value 

as confirmed by Swiss customs with a green stamp. 

Unfortunately, no arrival or transit postmarks on backside (there 

was one but the big part of it was removed with the coupon). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan of the backside of the registered 

letter to Athens with all transit postmarks 



 

3.4 Development of Postal Infrastructure: Expansion of Infrastructure in the inner Regions 1896 - 1901 
 

During this phase, the post offices were expanded at the Central African Lakes and along the routes to them. In these six years nine new postal agencies 

were opened: Kilimatinde, Iringa, Udjiji, Songea, Wiedhafen, Wilhelmsthal, Muhesa, Bismarckburg, and Mahenge. Udjiji was at the northern end of Lake 

Tanganyika, Bismarckburg at the southern end, and Wiedhafen at Lake Nyassa. Mahenge, Iringa and Songea were on the way there. Kilimatinde was 

another station along the later Central Railway to Lake Tanganyika. And finally, until 1899 Muhesa was the provisional terminus of the Usambara Railway, 

construction of which began in 1893. 

 

The Postal Agencies in Bismarckburg and Wiedhafen 

 
 

3 Pesa stationary type P13 with postmark 

Bismarckburg 09/26/01 to Göttingen with transit 

DES 11/4/01 and arrival 12/3/01. The place was a 

district branch and military base. The Postal 

Agency Bismarckburg was opened on September 

26th, 1901 and existed until June 1st, 1915. This 

is a postmark from the opening day and the 

card was written by Lieutenant Karl Bock von 

Wülfingen on the opening day adressed to his 

mother, so no first day collector's mail as it is so 

often the case with many first day letters or cards. 

Bismarckburg had this one type of stamp only. 

After the agency was closed due to the war, the 

stamp was still used in the Namanjere stage (until 

June 24th, 1916). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Registered letter Wiedhafen canceled May 25th, 1908, to 

DES with R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 3. Lead time by messenger 

mail via Songea and Kilwa to DES approx. one month. 

Wiedhafen was a small place on the east bank of Lake Nyassa. 

At times, the mail to Neu-Langenburg via Kilwa and Songea was 

here loaded onto canoes, then landed in Muaja and then 

transported overland to the destination. Wiedhafen had a post 

office from April 30, 1899, to March 31, 1912. There was only 

this one stamp type and only this one R-slip type. Since the mail 

volume was very low, a registered letter on demand with 

Wiedhafen postmark is a real rarity compared to the large 

number of philatelically motivated cards and letters from 

Wiedhafen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Postal Agency in Ujiji 

 

Ujiji, later written “Udjidji”, was located on the northern Lake Tanganyika, not far from the later end point of the Central Railway in Kigoma. The post agency 

was the first at the lake and was opened on 8/8/98. It existed until July 20, 1916. There were two kinds of stamps with the different spelling. Before the 

railway, the journey to the coast by courier was about 6 weeks. 

 

New Finding: 

Registered mail dated March 

15th, 1909, with postmark 

Udjidji (ARGE catalog Type 2) to 

Brussels. R-slip Einfeldt No. 5 

type 2b. Transit postmark Naples 

from April 27th, 1909, and arrival 

postmark Brussels April 29th, 

1909, on the reverse. The Central 

Railway, completed in 1909 to 

Kilossa, reduced the duration to 

Brussels to 6 weeks. The type 2 

postmark was used with the new 

spelling Udjidji according to 

literature since April 13, 1909. 

However, this item shows that it 

was used a good month earlier, 

making it the earliest known 

piece with this new type. Due to 

this finding, the 2018 stamp 

catalog of the ARGE was 

changed accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Postal Agency in Mahenge 
 

Rare intercolonial mail to GSWA: 3 Pesa 

stationary type P13 with cancel Mahenge 

8/4/02 and transit Daressalam (8/23/02) and 

Durban (9/17/02) to Windhoek in German South 

West Africa (10/15/02) Thanks to the transit 

postmarks we can follow the 10 week way to the 

destination. From Mahenge it went by courier via 

Kilossa and Morogoro to Dar es Salaam, what 

took 19 days. There the card had to wait for the 

RPD “König”, who did not arrive until September 

3rd. On September 17 the ship reached Durban. 

At the time, the DOAL on the eastern lap did not 

serve Swakopmund and so the card was unloaded 

in Durban. From there it still took another four 

weeks for delivery. From 1904 on this time was 

reduced to overall 12 days from DES by calling at 

Swakopmund. Mahenge was opened 08/19/01 

and closed 9/10/17 due to war. There was this one 

stamp type only. 



 

The Postal Agency in Kilimatinde 

 

Kilimatinde was a military base (4th company, since 1895). The Kilimatinde postal agency opened on January 10th, 1896 and had this one stamp type until it 

was closed on July 28th, 1916, due to war. Mail connection to Dar es Salaam by courier 3 weeks for approx. 600 km and after 1907 2 days by railway. 

 

 
 

Expedition mail: Two stationary types P5 and P6 written on 9/12/97 in Kilimatinde by the Africa explorer and later resident of Rwanda Dr. Richard Kandt to 

Munich as registered mail. Both cards are over franked with 65 Pf. or 33 Pesa and 38 Pf. or 20 Pesa (correct postage each 15 Pesa). In a coherent text, Dr. 

Kandt reports on his expedition to Rwanda to the sources of the Nile. The text also explains why the cards were overpaid in such a decorative way. In his main 

work "Caput Nili", kept as a diary, Kandt also reports specifically on this Sunday in Kilimatinde on which he wrote the cards (p. 44/45). They are not only 

remarkably interesting in terms of history, but also of postal history. Card 1 has an R-slip DES Einfeldt No. 4 type 2. The Kilimatinde R-slip was probably 

detached on the way to the coast and was replaced by the postal officials in DES. Much more exciting is the original R-slip on card 2. It is the earliest R slip 

from Kilimatinde described so far and identical to Einfeldt No. 1 type 1 listed for later years.

 

 

Card text sides written by Dr. Richard Kandt 

Link to full text 

 
 

More about Richard Kandt 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Pesa type P8 complete postal stationery 

card with still attached answer: sent as 

registered mail with additional franking 10 Pesa 

(registration fee) and 3 Pesa (overpaid). The card 

has passed the mail routing correctly from 

Kilimatinde 08/01/01 to Kummer at Ludwigslust 

(arrival 09/20/01) and then back again from 

Kummer (09/28/01) to Dar es Salaam (arrival or 

transit on 10/28/01). R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 Type 1. 

Such registered double cards with an attached 

answer survived even as philatelically motivated 

items in only a few cases. Here, however, the 

card is a matter of necessity with communication 

between family members, which makes the 

document even more valuable in terms of postal 

history. 

 

 

Answer Page of the Double Card (Scan) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Postal Agency in Iringa 

 

Iringa was a military site to control the Wahehe 

tribal area and located in the Uhehe highlands 

about 400 km southwest of Dar es Salaam. The 

post office there opened on May 24th, 1898 and 

existed until August 20th, 1916. There was only 

one stamp type. Lead time by courier to the 

coast 3-4 weeks. Iringa was south of the Central 

Railway, halfway between Kilossa and 

Langenburg. After 1906 mail to Langenburg was 

no longer routed via the Kilwa-Songea-

Wiedhafen-Muaja line but via Iringa. 

 

First day cancellation Iringa from May 24th, 

1898, on stationary type P5 to Dar es Salaam 

with arrival June 25th, 1898. 4 weeks term were 

normal at the time. Again, we have here a first 

day card which is not a collector´s piece. 

 

 

 

 

The Postal Agency in Wilhelmsthal 
 

Wilhelmstal, the seat of a district office in West Usambara, was the first to get a post office in the Usambara area on April 30, 1899. It existed until June 5th, 

1916. There was only one stamp type shown below. Mail connection to Tanga 5 days, from 1905 with the completion of the railway to Mombo 1-2 days. 

 

 

Registered mail from Wilhelmsthal 

canceled 4/3/1900 to Pretoria. Rev. transit 

postmarks Tanga 3/9/00 and DES 3/13/00 

as well as arrival Pretoria from 4/5/00 (see 

above). From DES with RPD König on 

March 23rd, to Delagoabay on April 2nd 

and on by train to Pretoria. R-slip Einfeldt 

No. 1 type 2B "Wilhelmsthal". Term a little 

more than a month to South Africa. So the 

letter stayed 10 days in Dar es Salaam until 

RPD König arrived. 



 

3.5 Development of Postal Infrastructure: Further Expansion of Infrastructure along the Railways1902 - 1914 
 

This last phase of the expansion of the mail infrastructure was under the influence of the railway construction. In 1899 the Usambara Railway was 

nationalized. The further construction to Moschi proceeded quickly. In 1905 the top of the track reached Mombo, and in 1911 it reached the terminus at Neu-

Moschi. In 1905 the construction of the Central Railway began from Dar es Salaam. In 1907 it reached Morogoro, in 1909 Kilossa, in 1912 Tabora and 

finally on March 15th, 1914, Kigoma north of Udjidji on Lake Tanganyika, 1252 km of the railway line were completed. The following postal agencies were 

set up along or near the railways: Korogwe, Amani, Wugiri, Mombo, Aruscha, Mkumbara, Buiko, Handeni, Ngomeni, Mnyussi (Usambara Railway), 

Morogoro, Ngerengere, Dodoma, Soga, and Kigoma (Central Railway). Leganga, Mkalama and Umbulu were on the route for the planned extension of the 

Usambara Railway. Usumbura, Urundi, Ruanda and Kissenji served to develop the densely populated northwest of GEA, Salale served the Rufiyi Delta 

easier reachable by steamers compared to Mohoro. With Schirati and Musoma on Lake Victoria, Tschole on Mafia Island, Muaja on Lake Nyassa, as well as 

Kondoa-Irangi and Utete, a few more gaps in the network of postal agencies were closed to enable new district offices or district branches to have a direct 

mail and telegraph connection. 

 

3.5.1 Postal Agencies in the Catchment Area of the Usambara Railway 

 

 
 

Registered letter with correct postage canceled Handeni 09/20/13 to Korogwe with reverse arrival postmark. R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 6 (only known 

type ever used). Handeni was a district branch of Pangani and accordingly had a post office from December 5, 1911, which existed until June 22, 1916. 

Handeni was in the catchment area of the Usambara Railway about 50 km southwest of the Korogwe train station, where the letter was addressed. There 

was only this one stamp type. The Dar es Salaam post office connection was around 3 days. In 1913, only 220 registered items were posted in Handeni. 

 

 

 



 

The Post Agency of the Biological - Agricultural Institute in Amani 
 

In 1902, a major research institute was founded in Amani, which was intensively concerned with tropical agriculture and quickly acquired a worldwide 

reputation. In addition to the botanical garden in Buitenzorg on Java, it was probably the world's most recognized institute in this field. A post agency on site 

was very important for the communication of 

the scientists stationed there. Therefore a 

post office was set up on May 25, 1903, 

which had had a telegraph since December 3, 

1903 and, since 1907, a telephone switching 

point. In 1905 the agency generated 1171 

postal orders, 1253 registered letters, 907 

domestic telegrams, 49 international 

telegrams and 700 service telegrams, as well 

as about 36,000 ordinary mail items. In 1906 

the volume doubled to 2,171 registered 

letters, 85,000 ordinary items and 17,000 

newspapers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rare destination: Registered letter from 

Amani 04/10/04 to the botanical garden in 

Victoria / Cameroon with transit Tanga 

04/12/04 Naples, and arrival Buea 03/06/04. 

R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 4 

 

 

 
 

Registered letter canceled in Amani October 8th, 1905, with Transit Zanzibar on back 10/10/05 and arrival Aachen 11/11/05. R-slip Einfeldt No. 2 type 2c. 



 

The Post Agency in Mombo 
 

Mombo was a small town in Usambara, 

where there was a branch of the Biological 

Agricultural Institute. The place became 

important as the interim terminus of the 

Usambara Railway from 1905 on. Therefore 

Mombo got a post office on May 20th, 1905, 

which existed until June 9th, 1916. There 

was one stamp type shown left. 

 

Registered letter canceled Mombo May 

1st, 1906 to the high command of the 

“Schutztruppe” in Berlin Medical officer Dr. 

Simon with transit postmark Tanga from 

May 2nd and arrival Berlin 05/30/06 on 

back. R-slip Einfeldt no.1 type 4x. The 4H 

stamp was superfluous here, perhaps the 

sender knew that Dr. Simon was a collector 

and wanted to make it nice and colorful? But 

here one can nicely see that the port of 

Tanga could now be reached in one day 

after the opening of the Usambara Railway 

to Mombo on February 25, 1905, a 

significant step forward in the expansion of 

the postal infrastructure. 
 

 

The Post Agency in Korogwe 
 

Korogwe was the terminus of the Usambara line for some time until the railway line to Mombo was opened in 1905 and had a post office since June 1st, 

1902, which existed until June 12th, 1916. There was only one stamp type. 

 

 

 

Reduced scan of the address side 

with R-slip / stamp 

 

Rare incoming mail from East Asia 

with beautiful routing 

documentation: Registered mail 

dated September 12th, 1902, from 

Taiping in the Sultanate of Perak, 

which has belonged to the Malaysia 

Federation since 1896, to the 

manager of the Balangai plantation near Korogwe Otto Herrnsdorf. On the sender's side above the franking with postmark Taiping as well as the transit 

postmarks Penang Dutch India (09/13), Colombo (09/22), and Aden (10/2). The letter was in Tanga on October 19th and was forwarded from there to the 

responsible post office in Korogwe. So total mail lead time a little more than 5 weeks.



 

The Post Agencies in Mkumbara and Buiko 

 

 
Post agency Mkumbara: registered letter from April 2nd, 1912, over franked by 1.5 Heller to Bierenthal with arrival postmark May 3rd,1912, on back. 

Rare R-slip Einfeldt No. 2 type 5a, which was in use from 1910 to 1912. Registered letters after 1912 have not yet been found, so it is not known whether 

there were other R-slip variants. Mkumbara was a station on the Usambara Railway, too, 148 km from Tanga. The postal agency was opened on June 7th, 

1908 and existed until June 8th, 1916. There was one stamp type. From 1909 on letters and registered mail could also be posted directly to the conductor 

on the railway (see section 5.1). Therefore, the volume of these small, part-time managed postal agencies was limited and only a few registered letters are 

known (the same applies to the Buiko postal agency). 

 

 
Post agency Buiko: Postage-fair registered letter canceled 01/06/1911 to Borna near Leipzig with arrival postmark on back from 02/12/11. R-slip 

Einfeldt No. 1 Type 6. Buiko was the terminus of the Usambara Railway (km 177) in 1909 until the railway to Moschi was continued, and accordingly had a 

post office from December 1st, 1909, until the war-related closure in May 1916. There was only one stamp type shown above. 



 

The Post Agency in Umbulu 

 

Umbulu was on Lake Manjara, halfway between Aruscha and Mkalama on the border with the Wembäre steppe. There was a district branch with a police 

station. The postal agency existed for 3 years from March 25, 1913, to April 10, 1916. There was only one stamp type shown below. 
 

 
 

Expedition mail: 4 H stationary type P23 canceled Umbulu 01/04/14 to Leipzig. This postcard was written by the paleontologist Dr. Hans Reck, the 

leader of the 2nd Tendaguru expedition in 1912, who made important dinosaur findings there. In December / January 1914 he conducted research in the 

Oldoway Gorge in the Serengeti, where he made further discoveries from the Young Tertiary. Non-Collector pieces with Umbulu postmarks are found only a 

few, probably because of the low volume, registered mail as shown below is particularly rare. 
 

 
 

Registered cover with cancellation Umbulu September 15th, 1913, to Dar es Salaam with transit postmark Aruscha 09/23 and arrival DES October 2nd, 

1913, on back. Overall travel time to the coast is still a good 14 days despite the train. Probable route: Arusha - Moshi - Usambara Railway - Tanga - Dar es 

Salaam 



 

 
 

Post agency Leganga: 4 H stationary type P23 canceled 22.6.14 to Victoria Life Insurance in Berlin with company arrival stamp 07/23/14 about one week 

before the outbreak of the 1st World War. Leganga was a little north of Arusha on Kilimanjaro and was originally a settlement for German Russians from the 

Caucasus region. On February 1, 1911, a post office was set up with the above date stamp, which existed until March 19, 1916. In addition to Aruscha, Umbulu 

and Mkalama, Leganga was at a planned extension of the Usambara Railway to develop the Wembäre steppe with the gold deposits in Sekenke and to 

establish long-term a connection to Lake Victoria. 

 

 
 

Post agency Mkalama: Picture Postcard Suez Canal written and canceled on January 22nd, 1912, to Lautenthal in the Harz Mountains. After gold 

discoveries at Sekenke near Mkalama were confirmed as minable, the “Kironda Goldminen Gesellschaft” was founded, which began mining in 1909. It was the 

only big gold find in GEA and, therefore, a postal agency was set up for the European mining personnel on May 15th, 1910, which existed until June 8th, 1916. 

There was only this one date stamp. As in Umbulu, the volume was low here, what makes Mkalama cancelations very rare. 



 

3.5.2 Postal Agencies in the Catchment Area of the Central Railway 

 

Post agency Ngerengere: 4 H stationary type P18 

with postmark from July 24th, 1909 to Dar es 

Salaam to the photographer Carl Vincenti. 

Ngerengere was a station on the Mittellandbahn at km 

149 from DES. The rail connection took place in 

October 1907, the post office was then opened on 

November 14, 1908, but closed again on December 

31, 1912 after the introduction of rail mail and due to a 

lack of traffic. On demand pieces from this agency are 

among the rarest in GEA. The few known stamps 

are seldom clearer than the one shown here. 

 

 

 

Right: Reduced Scan 

of the backside of 

below letter with the 

rare DES type 5 

postmark 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Post agency Morogoro: Registered mail of the 2nd weight level correctly franked with 30 H from 07/12/09 to DES with arrival 07/13/09. R-label Einfeldt No. 

2 type 2b. The branch of Traun, Stürken & Devers writes to the parent company in Dar es Salaam. Thanks to the train, the letter now needed one day only for 

the 209 km instead of at least a week before. On reverse receipt stamp of the rare ARGE type 5 DES GEA “a” and company seal (see graphic on the right). The 

Morogoro postal agency existed from January 25, 1904, to August 26, 1916. There was only one date stamp type. Morogoro already had a post office and 

district office before the rail connection, but traffic was still insignificant. 



 

3.5.3 Additional Post Agencies in the Northwest (Ruanda / Urundi / Lake Victoria) 

 
The Post Agency in Usumbura 

 

Usumbura was a military base at the northern end of Lake Tanganyika in the district or Residentur Urundi (9th Company). The postal agency was opened on 

September 22nd, 1902 and existed until June 4th, 1916. The route of the messenger mail led via Ujiji, Tabora and Morogoro to Dar es Salaam, which resulted 

in a lead time of around two months to the coast and three months to Germany. 
 

3 Pesa stationary type P13 with Usumbura first 

day cancel 09/22/1902. Transit Dar es Salaam 

11/17/02 and arrival postmark Oppeln 12/16/02. 

The card was despite the greeting text on reverse 

certainly motivated philatelically. Captain Böhmer 

was a well-known collector  

 

Note on infrastructure: The last piece in my 

collection with such a transit DES and lead time to 

Germany of three months is dated mid 1906. All 

pieces from 1907 and later show a total run time to 

Germany of two month. Therefore, it can be 

concluded that the route via Bukoba and the 

Uganda railway was routinely used from at latest 

1907 on. 26 days of marching to Bukoba and then 

a maximum of a week to Mombasa reduced the 

lead time to the coast to close to one month instead 

of two. 

 

 

 

 

Reduced scan of transit- and arrival postmarks 

on back. 

 

 

Registered mail from March 16, 1903, to 

Waldheim in Saxony with transit Dar es Salaam 

dated 05/08/03 and arrival postmark Waldheim 

06/06/03 on the backside. R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 

type 3x. 



 

The Post Agency in Kissenji 

 

The Kissenji Post Agency was opened on December 20th, 1911 and closed shortly after the start of the war on September 30th, 1914. There was only one 

date stamp type. Kissenji was located on Lake Kivu in the far northwest of what is now Rwanda and was the location of the 11th Company of the 

“Schutztruppe” directly on the border with the Belgian Congo. 

 

 
 

Interesting card to GEA and back to Germany: This private photo postcard was sent from Slawenzitz to Kilimatinde on July 31, 1913. Apparently before 

the card could reach Kilimatinde it was forwarded to Kissenji, via Bukoba (9/17/13), which shows that the Uganda Railway was used from Dar es Salaam, 

although the Central Railway was already completed to Tabora. Unfortunately, this diversion to Kissenji was not "expedient" because the recipient had 

already left for home and so the card received arrival and exit postmarks Kissenji (30.9. / 1.10) and the card was forwarded to Eichenau near Kattowitz, not 

far from Slawenzitz. The traffic at the small military post was low and, therefore, such a piece with an arrival and exit “Kissenji” is probably a unique 

specimen. 

 

 

Rare, registered letter with 

postmark Kissenji April 21, 1913, 

and on the backside arrival postmark 

Tilsit from June 15, 1913. 30 H 

franking for the second weight step. 

R-slip Einfeldt Nr. 1 Type 6. The route 

to the coast: Kissenji - Ruanda - 

Bukoba - Kisumu - Uganda Railway - 

Mombasa. Up until the opening of the 

agency in Kissenji, Bukoba was the 

processing post office for all mail from 

northwest Rwanda until October 1908, 

thereafter the post agency in Kigali / 

Rwanda. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Post agency Ruanda: 4 H stationary type P22 with the rare postmark Ruanda from 07/19/1909 to Lübeck with transit Bukoba 07/28/1909 and backside transit 

Mombasa 8/5/09. Ruanda was a landscape or residence in the extreme northwest of GEA (today the state of Rwanda). A postal agency was opened on October 16, 

1908. It was in Kigali (today's capital of Rwanda) and was closed on May 2nd, 1916, due to the war. The transit stamps document the typical routing via Bukoba / 

Lake Victoria and the Uganda Railway to Mombasa 

 

 

Reduced scan of the text side of this card with Kisumu 

and Mombasa transit 

 

Post agency Schirati: the place was initially a military 

base and later a district branch. Location was on the 

east bank of Lake Victoria close to the border with the 

British EAP. The post agency was in operation from 

June 19, 1905, to August 31, 1914, but had little traffic. 

 
 

4 H stationary type P23 written at the Itilima mission on June 12th, 1913, posted in Schirati on June 24th, then via Kisumu on July 7th with the Uganda Railway to 

Mombasa (July 10th) and on to Germany with company entry stamp without date, but answered on August 4th. This card is one of the few where you can still follow 

the routing with help of transit/arrival stamps in 1913, because such postmarks were no longer mandatory at the time. The company entry stamp provides 

information about the arrival date in Hamburg. Such fully traceable pieces from the prewar period are rare, but a big help in infrastructure research. 

 

 

 

Reduced scan with place and date and Mombasa 

transit. 



 

 

Scan of the backside of the card, fortunately 

with the transit postmarks Kisumu and 

Mombasa. So here, too, it is confirmed that the 

route via the Uganda Railway was still used 

until the start of the war. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 H stationary type P23 canceled at the Musoma post agency December 19, 1913. Musoma was on the east bank of Lake Victoria. The agency was 

opened on September 2nd, 1913 and closed in July 1916 due to the war. Only a handful pieces are known with Musoma postmarks, especially on 

demand mail such as shown here. 
 

Note on infrastructure: it can be shown here that all postal agencies around Lake Victoria used the Uganda railway to Mombasa for their mail to Germany, 

surprisingly even when the Central Railway reached Tabora in 1912 and transport to the coast from Muanza would have been possible within 8-9 days. The 

transport via the Uganda Railway wasn't for free for the empire, so one could definitely have considered switching to the Central Railway, but this was never 

done. 

3.5.4 Addional Post Agencies in other areas 
 

The Post Agency in Kondoa-Irangi 
 

At first, Kondoa Irangi was only a small military post, but in 1907 it became the location of the 13th Company and, from 1912, a district office. The postal 

agency existed from December 1st, 1906 to April 19th, 1916. There was only one stamp type. Kondoa was 320 km west of Tanga and until 1909 had 

messenger mail to the coast only. Kondoa is interesting from an infrastructure point of view because there were definitely at least three different 

routes to the coast. 

Military expedition mail with an early route via 

Mpapua: 

5 Pesa stationary type P2 with postmark 

Mpapua dated 08/07/1896 written in the Kondoa-

Irangi camp on 07/27/96 with transit Dar es 

Salaam 08/23/96 to Munich (09/11/96). Mail from 

the expedition of lieutenants Glauning and 

Stadlbaur against the Waburungi. Kondoa was a 

military outpost at the time but did not yet have its 

own post office. Therefore, the expedition's mail 

was first brought to Mpapua and posted there (10 

days). Then it took a little more than two weeks to 

reach the coast. Certainly, this is one of the 

earliest documents from Kondoa Irangi. 

 

 
Reduced scan of the back with place and date. 



 

 

 
 

Alternative routing after 1900: 3 Pesa stationary type P13 with Korogwe postmark from November 28th, 1902, transit Tanga November 29th and 

arrival Höxter 12/21/02. The card was written in the Kondoa Irangi military post on 11/12/02. The transit time via Mpapua to the coast was at least 3 weeks 

by courier, but via Korogwe the transit time could be easily reduced to 14-16 days. On March 15th, 1903, the route of the Usambara railway Korogwe - 

Tanga was opened to traffic, but this card shows that Tanga could be reached from Korogwe months earlier in one day.  

 

 

Registered mail canceled on February 11, 1907, in Kondoa-

Irangi, to Breslau with arrival postmark April 18, 1907, on back. 

R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 4x. Unfortunately, a transit postmark 

is missing here, which could indicate a new route via Morogoro 

and the Central Railway. The construction of which was not 

very advanced at the time (until Morogoro opened in October 

1907). But certainly from 1909 the messenger mail to the 

railway near Dodoma in the south was faster. But even then, it 

took another 6 days to reach Dodoma and then another 1-2 

days to Dar es Salaam (see also infrastructure map frame 1). 

The later pieces from Kondoa then only needed 5 weeks to 

Germany. Further research will be necessary to further narrow 

down the use of the various routes in terms of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Post Agency in Muaja 

 

Overpaid registered letter with postmark 

Muaja March 13th, 1914, to the 5th field 

company in Massoko with arrival postmark 

Neu-Langenburg March 24th, 1914 on back. 

R-slip Einfeldt No. 1 type 4x. The envelope 

was originally intended for philatelic use, as 

can be seen from the address stamp of the 

collector F.A. Landgraf. For whatever 

reason, however, the sender decided to use 

the prepared envelope for other purposes. 

Such "misappropriated" philatelic letters or 

registered mail are not that rare and can be 

found from time to time (see below). The 

post agency in Muaja was set up as early 

as 1901 but was still stamped with 

Langenburg. It was not until 1908 that 

Langenburg had its own postmark and 

Muaja, too. After the routing from 

Langenburg was changed via Iringa, the 

traffic in Muaja was very low and, therefore, 

such registered mail is extremely rare 

 

 

The Post Agency in Tschole on Mafia Island 

 

 

The Tschole postal agency was opened on 

November 1st, 1907 and existed until the 

island was occupied by the British on 

January 10th, 1915. There was only this 

one stamp type. 

 

Overfranked registered mail with R-slip 

Einfeldt Nr.1 Type 4x canceled Tschole 

April 18, 1908, with arrival postmark 

Pangani on back addressed to the 

manager of the Buschirihof plantation, Mr. 

Korsch. Nothing is known about Mr. 

Korsch as a collector, and the type of 

lettering plus the central bow does not 

quite fit in with a philatelic use. It is more 

likely that here again an envelope 

prepared for philatelic use (only with no 

prepared sender address) was “misused” 

for an urgent business use. The number 

39 on the R-slip suggests that in the first 

six months after opening, no more than 

these 39 registered mails were posted. 

 

 



 

 

4.1 The connection with the world: The DOAL mail steamers 
 

The mail steamers of the “Deutsche Ostafrika Linie” (DOAL) have operated two ships at eight-week intervals (test sailings) since 1890 and from March 1891 with 

four ships at four-week intervals between Hamburg and GEA (contract sailings). They first called at Rotterdam and Lisbon and then at Naples. The mail from 

Germany came from collection points by train to Naples and was only shipped there, which saved a lot of time (> 10 days). The line then touched Port Said, Suez, 

Aden, and then Tanga. From there it went via Zanzibar to Dar es Salaam and further south to Mozambique and Delagoabay, where there was a connection to South 

Africa by train. Later Beira and Durban were also called. The travel time Naples - Dar es Salaam and vice versa was about 3 weeks each. This meant that a letter 

from the coast could safely reach any destination in Germany within 4 weeks. All steamers had postal equipment and postage stamps from the German Empire on 

board. The postmarks had a letter that made the ship recognizable, i.e., "a" for “Reichstag”, "b" for the “Bundesrath”, "c" for “Kanzler”, "d" for “Kaiser”, etc. 

 

Cover with the rare sea postmark DOAHL "c" (RPD "Kanzler I" 1st 

departure, on April 26th, 1891, in Aden) with transit postmark Aden April 

26th on backside and French sea mail postmark again April 26th to 

Berlin. Today there exist only a few pieces from the “Kanzler” because 

the ship ran onto a reef on its second departure on 4/4/91 off 

Mozambique and sank. All passengers and the mail were rescued, but 

the stamp "c" is still on the bottom of the Indian Ocean.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DR 10 Pfennig stationary from the first so-called test 

sailing of the RPD “Reichstag” 1890. Postmark 

DOAHL “a” from October 13th, 1890, and transit Port 

Said October 14th. In addition, see post stamp French 

“Marseille A La Reunion” Line October 17th. The 

“Reichtag” was on the trip back home, when a nurse sent 

this card back a colleague in Bagamoyo. 

 

This is one of the earliest still existing DOAL pieces. 

 



 

 

The expansion of the mail steamer lines - a 

huge step forward in the postal infrastructure 

With the DOAL contract with the Empire Post of 

August 7th, 1900, a considerable expansion of 

the trade, passenger, and postal traffic to the 

ports in the south and east of Africa became 

possible. The contract came into force on April 

1st, 1901. A 14-day connection with two main 

lines that ran in opposite directions around Africa 

was decided. The Western Round: Hamburg, 

Bremerhaven, Rotterdam, Lisbon, Las Palmas, 

Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, East London, 

Durban, Delagoa Bay, Beira, Mozambique, 

Zanzibar, DES, Tanga, Aden, Suez, Port Said, 

Naples, Lisbon, Rotterdam, Bremerhaven, 

Hamburg. The Eastern Round: to Lisbon like the 

western one, but then via Naples and Port Said in 

exactly the opposite direction. Later, 

Swakopmund in GSWA was also connected. In 

addition, there was the so-called intermediate 

line, which ran every four weeks on the route 

Hamburg, Rotterdam, Naples, Port Said, Suez, 

Aden, Tanga, DES, Zanzibar, Kilwa, Lindi, 

Mikindani, Ibo, Mozambique, Beira and back. 

This created a very efficient, fast and, above all, 

competitive connection that was able to stand up 

to the French, English and Austrian lines and 

reached DOA three times a month, while the 

competitors only called at Zanzibar, so they still 

needed feeders. 

 
Registered letter “Deutsche Seepost” East Africa line postage fair to Spandau. The stamp East 

African main line "d" carried the RPD "Kaiser", which operated on the intermediate line at the time. 

On the postmark date December 19th, 1904, the ship was heading south in front of Suez. Therefore, 

the letter was forwarded to Spandau (arrival December 30th) via Suez and Alexandria according 

transit postmarks on back. 

 

The last voyage of the "Prinzregent": This card was written on July 31, 1914, on board the 

imperial mail steamer "Prinzregent" "p" in the English Channel. The "Prinzregent" left Hamburg on 

July 26th, 1914, for the routine trip around Africa on the western route. The trip was not under a good 

star and the writer of this card already suspected bad things in the text. On July 28, 1914, Austria-

Hungary declared war on Serbia. On August 1st, 1914, the day after this card was written, Germany 

entered the war. The card could still be transported to Herford via Southampton because England 

did not enter the war until August 4th, 1914. For the "Prinzregent" the journey was soon over. The 

news of the war against England reached them on the way to Las Palmas. Since Spain remained 

neutral, the ship was interned there.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

More Information about this card and the text 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Registered OCEAN LETTER: 

SEEPOST DOAHL "n" (steamer 

"General II" 9.3.13 east lap in front of 

Las Palmas) on preprinted envelope 

of the German operating company for 

wireless telegraphy with R-slip of 

DOAL Einfeldt No. 1 to Frankfurt / M. 

with arrival postmark 17.3.1913 on 

back. After the introduction of wireless 

telegraphy, it was possible to transmit 

particularly urgent messages by radio 

via the ship's telegraph to an 

oncoming ship on a line, here General 

II of the DOAL on its way home to 

Europe. The letter was enveloped and 

franked on board and sent from the 

nearest port, here Lisbon, to the 

destination. Only a few of such 

registered ocean letters have 

survived. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.2 The connection with the world: The DOAL branch lines 
 

From 1891, smaller steamers with postal equipment operated as feeders for the large DOAL steamers on a southern route that called at the coastal places 

in Portuguese East Africa and on a northern route that touched all the important ports in GEA. Both called at Zanzibar. Mail, goods, or passengers were 

brought onto the big steamers here. The branch lines were in operation until 1900. Then they were replaced by the Bombay line as part of the introduction of 

the intermediate line (see the next but one page). Branch line stamps are much rarer than main line stamps. 

 

Letter with seal of the DOAG dated May 23, 1894, with 

the postmark of the East African branch line ("II" 

northern line). The steamer “Wissmann” operated here 

in 1894. On 05/23 the ship reached Bagamoyo and on 

May 26th Tanga. The DOAL steamer of the main line 

did not arrive until June 8th in Tanga. Therefore, the 

decision was made to send the mail to Zanzibar (29.05) 

and to use a French line (sea postmark June 3rd).

 
Reduced scan of the back with seal / transit postmarks 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Picture Postcard Daressalam with postmark of the East African branch line type 3d from steamer "Setos" trip no. 118/119 northern branch line to 

Tanga 11/7/99 and arrival Munich 11/28/99. The card was probably taken over with RPD "Kanzler II" on the same day in Zanzibar and brought to Europe. 

This is a document from one of the last journeys on the branch line before this service was provided by the Bombay line. There were 4 subtypes of this 

stamp without number depending on the position of the stars and the writing. Both the number stamps and this stamp were later used on the Bombay Line. 

4x DR 5 Pfennig on a letter written in the 

Mikindani area. It was picked up in Mikindani 

harbour by the DOAL steamer “Peters” 

(northern branch line postmark II). According 

to published timetable the ship was in 

Mikindani May, 18th and arrived in Lindi May, 

19th. There the letter received the postmark 

Lindi. The postal agency was opened just 

two days before. Why Lindi and not 

Zanzibar? The shortest way home was the 

steamer “Kanzler I” of the DOAL main line 

arriving in Lindi on its way home May 30th. 

Until January 1893 the DOAL steamer called 

at Lindi and, therefore, this was the best 

connection. It was the second sailing of the 

Peters and, therefore, we see here one of the 

earliest pieces of the DOAL branch lines. 



 

 

4.3 The connection with the world: The DOAL Bombay line 
 

Shortly after the DOAL was founded, the idea was born to set up a regular shuttle service between GEA, Zanzibar and India, as there was a high turnover of goods 

on this route. The so-called Bombay Line was then opened with the trip of the steamer “Safari” from Zanzibar to Bombay (April 28th to May 11th, 1892). This ship 

also carried mail, but was not allowed to carry the Reichspost flag, nor did the ships have postal equipment on board. The timetable was designed so that there was 

always a connection to the European steamers. As early as 1899, the steamers of the branch lines were integrated into the Bombay line, but continue to use their 

postal equipment. From 1901 the steamers of the Bombay Line called at smaller coastal ports only when needed, but extended the route to Durban in South Africa. 

Zanzibar and Dar es Salaam were always called. From 1905, the 

frequency of trips with steamers that had been retired from the main 

line increased considerably. These carried new postal equipment 

with the stamps “Bombay Line” from a to f. Cancellations of the 

Bombay line especially on GEA stamps are even rarer than the 

stamps of the branch lines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Part of a letter with sea postmark "Bombay Line" from May 

22nd, 1909, with the identification "b" (steamer "Gouverneur") to 

Dar es Salaam. On back arrival postmark DES from same day. The 

ship was on its way back to Bombay, had also touched ports in GEA 

before and was now in front of DES, where the mail was being 

processed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bombaylinie „b“ 5/22/09 again steamer „Gouverneur“ on 

the same trip as shown above with transit postmark Bombay 

Line on a picture postcard Kilwa with postmark Kilwa ARGE 

Type 2 5/21/09 to Dresden. 

 

 



 

 

5.1 Rail Mail: The Usambara Railway / North Railway 

 

In 1891 a railway company was founded with the aim of connecting the port of Tanga on the Indian Ocean with Lake Victoria via the foot of the Usambara 

Mountains. From June 1893 the line was driven from Tanga. Due to under-capitalization, the company had to be taken over by the state in 1899, because 

construction stalled at Muhesa (km 42) for a long time. On September 26, 1911, the top of the track then reached Neu-Moshi on Kilimanjaro after 351.4 km. 

Further construction was planned but was no longer carried out due to the war. A conductor railway mail (TPO) was introduced 01/01/09. The expansion of 

the railways was a central project to decisively improve the infrastructure and thus also the postal infrastructure. 
 

 
 

Above: Registered Usambara railway mail from 

December 4th, 1912, to Karlsruhe with arrival 

postmark on back December 27th, 1912. The 

stamp with the train number 5a is very rare, and 

only this one registered letter with the 5a is 

known so far. In addition, we see the Tanga R-

slip with handwritten "b" Einfeldt 4 type 5a, 

which is registered 3 times only, so it is a real 

unique piece of GEA railway mail. 

 

Left: picture postcard to Berlin with postmark 

Usambara Railway Mail Train No. 5b 9/17/1913. 

Next to the “Zug 5a” postmark, “Zug 5b” is by far 

the rarest railway mail stamp of the Usambara 

Railway in GEA.  

 



 

 

Registered mail of weight level 2 

with railway postmark 03/29/13 “Zug 

6b” to Berlin Zehlendorf with arrival 

04/16/13. R-label Einfeldt type 5a (No. 

4II) with handwritten identification "b". 

According Einfeldt's manual, only 3 

copies of this R-slip are registered and 

two of these are shown in this 

exhibit. 

 

 

More about the Usambara Railway 

here 

 

 
 

 

The railway mail existed until June 

1916. The last known cancellation is 

dated June 24, 1916 

 

 
 

5.2 Railmail: The “Mittelland” Railway or Central Railway / Tanganjika Railway 
 

The Mittelland Railway, later renamed Central Railway and from 1914 Tanganyika Railway, was the second railway project in the German East Africa area 

after the Usambara Railway. For this purpose, the German East African Railway Company (DOAEG) was founded. The construction of the railway was 

financed by the German Empire from 1904 with 21 million marks and started in 1905 in the port and capital Dar es Salaam. Morogoro was reached in 1907, 

Kilossa in 1909, Tabora in 1912 and Kigoma on Lake Tanganyika in March 1914 (km1252). The construction of the railway was carried out by Philipp 

Holzmann, Frankfurt. The Railway Mail (TPO) was introduced on December 2nd, 1912. There were 3 stamps a, b, c, in which interchangeable train 

numbers were used. The last railway mail postmarks date August 1916. 

 

Letter with postmark Mittelland Railway Mail “Zug 

34c” from 07/28/13 to Berlin overpaid by 0.5 Heller. 

Above the backside with sender and stamp of the 

DOAEG station Tabora.  



 

 

 
Registered mail of the 2. weight level from the GEA Bank in Dar es Salaam to the railway construction company Philipp Holzmann in Tabora canceled 

“Zug 7” from 03/07/13 with arrival postmark from 03/09/13 on back and R-label Einfeldt No. 2 type 6 "b". Delivery time now 2 days, before the railway 4 

weeks. 

 

 
Registered mail to Germany canceled “Mittelland” Railmail “Zug 4c” 1/7/14 with arrival postmark Gerdamen 1/31/14 and R-label “Einfeldt No. 2 Type 

6c used in 1913 and 1914. 

 



 

 

6. Navy Ship Mail 
 

In 1885, the German Empire issued a “letter of protection” to the DOAG under Carl Peters. When a conflict of interest arose between the DOAG and the Sultan of 

Zanzibar regarding sovereignty over the mainland, a cruiser squadron was deployed to protect German interests in East Africa. The squadron remained on site with 

interruptions until 1893. After that, one or two German warships usually stayed on station off East Africa until 1914. Until 1897 there was a procedure for the mail of 

the members of the Navy, which was such that 

all crew members were allowed to write a letter 

twice a month. These were then collected in 

large linen envelopes and sent to the court post 

office in Berlin. Only here were the letters 

franked and forwarded. In 1897 naval ship 

posts were introduced with postal equipment 

on board and so-called naval ship postmarks 

with the numbers 1-86. The letters were then 

franked on board and transported in letter bags 

with the regular mail, in East Africa with the 

steamers of the DOAL. The naval post was 

always treated as domestic post according to 

the tariff. 
 

Cruiser frigate "Leipzig" letter with note 

"SMS Leipzig" on back (flagship of the cruiser 

squadron East Africa), Sent in a Court Post 

office envelope to Berlin and canceled there 

with K1 BERLIN C.2 "d" 2.5.92. On back arrival 

mark Rogasen 3.5.92 

 

More about SMS Leipzig 

here 

 

Below: Reduced scan of sender´s note 

 

 

 

Picture postcard with cancel MSP39 Large Cruiser SMS 

“Hertha” from 2/8/1905 to Radebeul with arrival 3/2/05. 

The "Hertha" was not a station ship, but only stayed in GEA 

from 6.2.-13.2.05. On board was Crown Prince Adalbert 

von Prussia, who had come to the colony for the 

inauguration of the Usambara Railway to Mombo, a visit to 

the Amani Biological Agricultural Institute and the laying of 

the foundation stone for the “Mitteland” Railway. Only a 

few pieces are known of the “Hertha’s” very short stay 

in GEA. 

 

More about the Cruiser “Hertha” here 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
Picture Postcard front side with Litho „Moschi mit 

Kilimandscharo“ with date and signature. 

 

More about SMS „Thetis“ here 

 
 

 

 

Litho postcard Moschi navy ship mail postmark MSP38 SMS “Thetis” from 10/22/05 to Lyck with arrival 11/18/05. After the outbreak of the Mahi Mahi 

uprising, the "Thetis" was sent to GEA to support the “Schutztruppe”, but only stayed there from 9/26/05 to 3/29/06. Pieces from the "Thetis" from this short 

time in GEA is rather rare, therefore, although the stamp MSP38 itself is of course not, like SMS Hertha. Since it remained relatively calm on the coast, the 

"Thetis" was only involved in landing operations by marines. 

 

 

Navy ship mail with cancel MSP19 cruiser 

"Königsberg" from May 23, 1914 (at Port Said on 

the way to GEA). At that time the SMS "Königsberg" 

was on its way to German East Africa to replace the 

SMS "Geier". The "Königsberg" reached DOA on 

June 6, 1914. The card is shown in the Königsberg 

documentation by Dr. Herbert Stock on page 3 

and originally comes from the Crüsemann 

collection.  

 

 

More about the history of SMS “Königsberg” and its 

role during 1st World War in 

German East Africa can be found 

here. 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion: Due to the limited space for this exhibit only a small part of my collection of GEA navy ship mail can be shown, but on the other hand the navy 

ship mail was only a not just very important part of the GEA post infrastructure because after 1897 it became part of the same connection to Germany using 

DOAL mail steamers. The only difference was that the navy ships had own post offices on bord with own postmarks. 
 

 



 

 

7. The influence of armed conflicts on the postal infrastructure. 
 

There were quite a few armed conflicts in GEA, especially in the early days of the colony, for example the Arab uprising in 1888/89. However, there was still 

no postal infrastructure that could have been affected. Therefore, one can only look at the Mahi Mahi uprising of 1905/06 and of course the 1st World War 

from this point of view. 
 

7.1 The Mahi Mahi rebellion from August 1905 to June 1906 
 

In early 1905, the folk soul began to cook in the indigenous population. The hut tax and forced labor oppressed the tribes. The forced labor was paid, but 

only so that the hut tax could be paid. In order to take the fear of the German machine guns from ordinary people, magicians came up with the idea of giving 

the natives consecrated water (mahi mahi) to protect them from the bullets. From that the name originates. The rebellion was limited to an area south of an 

imaginary line from Dar es Salaam via Tabora to Ujiji. There, however, the fighting led to a sensitive disruption of the mail services and all other 

communications such as telegraphy. In the interior of the country, the job of a postman heading for the coast was life-threatening, as the rebels mercilessly 

executed them as collaborators. As a result, mail to or from the 1905/06 riot areas is rare.  

 

Picture postcard canceled Kilwa October 22nd, 

1905, via DES (October 28) to Brooklyn 

(November 21st). Telegraph construction 

manager Franz Krüger is writing from Samanga. 

He had set up a field telegraph there and from 

there he coordinated the construction crews who 

were supposed to repair the telegraph lines to the 

south, which were repeatedly destroyed by the 

rebels. For Krüger and his people, this developed 

into real Sisyphus work. It was not until June 

1906 that the telegraphs started working again 

without any problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture postcard canceled Kilwa December 

31st, 1905 with transit DES 1/6/06 and arrival 

Ochsenhausen January 28th, 1906. This card 

originates from the Marine Infantry Department 

"von Stengel" part of the Marine Field Company 

“von Schlichting”, in the Kilwa operational area. At 

the turn of the year the department was back on 

the coast to protect the telegraph repair crews. 



 

 

 
Text side of the card with the indication "on 

Rufiyi 10/19/05". Sender First Lieutenant 

Hans Paasche led a landing party of the 

SMS Bussard. The small unit took a 

steamer from the flotilla up the Rufiyi to 

secure the Mohorro district. Paasche wrote 

about his time in GEA the book “Im 

Morgenlicht“. 

Postmark SHANGHAI "b" 9/1/05 on photo 

postcard to Wilhelmshaven with arrival October 

7. Then forwarded via the court post office via 

Dar es Salaam (November 8th) to Kilwa 

(November 14th). Parts of the 1st and 2nd 

Marine Battalions were sent to the GEA in 

August and arrived there on September 15, 

1905. The contingent of 6 officers, 16 NCOs 

and 146 marines, also called "Marine 

Detachment von Schlichting" after their leader, 

was divided into 5 smaller units. The 

detachment under Lieutenant von Stengel was 

relocated to the Kilwa district and protected the 

Kilwa - Livale road. The card probably reached 

its recipient in the Mnasi camp with a lead time 

of 10 weeks, nevertheless quickly having in 

mind the long way first from China to Germany 

and then to East Africa. 

 

 

These first pieces from the uprising time do not show any noticeable impairment of the postal infrastructure (except indirectly in the case of 

telegraphy) since the cards were only sent by ship along the coast. The next pieces show evidence of slight to significant changes in the lead 

times and the routing compared to those before the uprising. 

 

 

 
 

4H stationary type P18 canceled Mohorro 10/25/05 via Daressalam (November 11th) to Wilhelmshaven (12/06/05). Nearly three weeks of transport 

time reflects the uncertain times. Normal was max 10 days using overland route to Kilwa und from there by ship the DES. It can be assumed that the 

postcard was transported by courier under military protection using the north overland route directly to DES instead of the Kilwa route south. It is known that 

later a ship connection from Mohoro to DES was introduced using small Dhaus on the Rufiyi river to the coast and from there to a steamer waiting there. 

That was much faster. 



 

 
4 H stationary type P18 with cancel Morogoro December 13th, 1905, to DES with arrival December 28th. The card was written on December 9th. So, a good 20-

day delivery time instead of 7 because of the uprising. Sender San.-Sergeant Steffenhagen was deployed in November with the 5th Company to protect 

Morogoro. These troops united in December with the 15th company to form the “Schleinitz” expedition (see card below). 

 

 

 
 

01/17/06: 4H stationary type P18 with postmark Kilossa via DES (04/02/06) to Captain von Schleinitz in Berlin (02/03/06). Mail from the deputy commander of the 

“Schutztruppe”, Major von Schleinitz, written in the camp on the Li Yunge Mountain on 9/1/06. Transport time to the coast is almost a month, compared to 8-10 

days otherwise. The couriers had to wait until transport under military protection was possible. The “von Schleinitz” expedition (5th + 15th company) put down the 

uprising in the Morogoro / Kilossa district by February 1906. 

 
Text with date and signature 



 

 

 
 

3 Pesa stationary type P13 written in the mission station of the Benedictines Madibira on August 21st, 1905, posted on August 24, 1905, about 4 weeks 

after the start of the uprising. Duration to the coast 53 days (transit DES October 16th). That is roughly twice the normal run time. 

 

 
 

 

September 8th, 1905, Mahi-Mahi uprising: 2x 7½ H with 2x postmark LANGENBURG on a small letter 

to Augsburg (arrival November 15th, 1905). The letter went according to the backside transit postmarks of 

KARONGA (19.9.05) and FORT JOHNSTON (25.9.05) in British Central Africa across Lake Nyassa to 

the coast to Chinde and then from there via Zanzibar (10/25/05) to Europe. It proves that the old routing 

from 1891 to 1895 over the Zambezi was reused during the uprising because the southern overland 

connection via Songea and Liwale was interrupted. It is known from other pieces that during the uprising the 

route to from Tabora to the coast was changed from direct overland connection to a route using the Uganda railway via Muanza at Lake Victoria (see frame 

2/3 postal agency Tabora). 

 

Summary on infrastructure: The presented pieces from the uprising show a clear impairment of the postal connections in the south of GEA, whereby a 

distinction must be made between the coastal and north regions and the south interior. Mail delivery was largely normal on the coast, while inland there 

were significant delays or complete interruption of routes. 

 

 



 

7.2 The Postal Services during World War I until the infrastructure collapsed 1916/17 
 

7.2.1 Civil War Mail 

 

The outbreak of World War I and England's entry into the war on August 4, 1914, had far-reaching consequences for the colony and, of course, for the 

postal services as well. Except for Portuguese East Africa (PEA), there was a state of war with all the colonial powers surrounding GEA, and the British, with 

their superior naval forces, immediately imposed a blockade on the East African coast. This meant that neither mail nor goods could be transported. The 

telegraphs via Zanzibar were interrupted and only radio communication with home was possible. Then the idea came up to use the detour via PEA and 

Lisbon for postal traffic to Germany. That worked well at first, but the English started stopping the neutral Portuguese steamers and confiscating the German 

post in mid-1915. This ended the contact with home for the next three years. All imported goods quickly became scarce, including postage stamps and 

paper, e. g. for envelopes. From mid-1915 onwards there were virtually no more postage stamps, and people began to pay postage in cash.  

 

Mail to Germany 

 

 
 

Parliamentary mail with HMS Pegasus: at the beginning of the war, a lot of mail for British people had come to East Africa, which could no longer be 

delivered but was stored in Dar es Salaam. As the British cruiser HMS Pegasus was in front of DES on August 15, 1914, for different negotiations, an 

agreement was reached to deliver this mail on the cruiser if the British would in return overtake mail from GEA and take care of delivery to Germany. The 

above card with the Morogoro stamp 8/14/1914 received additional franking with a 4 H stamp and the purple censorship stamp PASSED POSTAL CENSOR 

on Zanzibar. According to Certificate from R. Steuer a "very rare, postal historically interesting and well-preserved original". Later HMS Pegasus was 

attacked and sunk by SMS Königsberg on the morning of September 20th in the port of Zanzibar. 

 

Mail to Germany using the PEA and Lisbon routing 

 

After the exchange of mail with the British remained a one-off affair, the only option for postal traffic to Germany was the connection via the port of Lourenço 

Marques in PEA. An agreement was reached with the Portuguese authorities to collect the mail in Dar es Salaam and Lindi and then to deliver it to the 

authorities in PEA at regular intervals, about once a month. Therefore, we divide the mail traffic via PEA into so-called outgoing mail sending’s from 1-11. 

The first mail dispatch took place on between September 9th and October 6th, 1914, the last on September 6th, 1915. This last one Nr. 11 was rejected by 

the Portuguese because of the blockade by the English and no longer promoted, because the 10th dispatch was already completely confiscated by British 

cruisers. Every Portuguese ship was stopped and searched. As examples of mail that could be sent to Germany, items from the 2nd outgoing mail sending 

as well as the blockade mail of the cruiser “Königsberg” are presented on the following sheets (5th and 7th sending). 



 

4 H stationary type P23 with the rare 

cancellation Umbulu from 9/30/14 to Leipzig. 

This card most likely originates from the 2nd 

outgoing mail routed through PEA, because 

pieces from the 1st mail dispatch very often show 

the transit postmark Palma, while pieces from the 

2nd post dispatch have no transit postmarks at 

all. It is also typical that the first mail dispatch and 

parts of the second do not have censorship 

stamps. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Arrival postmarks Berlin April 

1915 

 

One of the few surviving 

registered letters with the 

postmark of the field post 

station Taveta (see section 7.2.2 

Field Post) canceled October 5, 

1914. The letter with destination 

Berlin Halensee shows the purple 

censorship stamp and R-slip "from 

abroad via rail mail 10" (Einfeldt 

type A.IIIb.2). After being cleared 

by the censorship office, the letter 

left GEA with the second mail 

dispatch to PEA. Why the letter 

did not arrive in Berlin until April, 

i.e., not earlier than the third mail 

dispatch, remains unclear. What 

is also noticeable is the note “At 

the sender's risk” here still 

handwritten instead of the rubber 

stamp used later. 

 

 



 

Blockade-mail Cruiser SMS "Königsberg" 

 

After the sinking of the English cruiser "Pegasus", the small cruiser "Königsberg" withdrew to a hiding place in the Rufiyi Delta, where it could not be found for a 

long time. In November 1914, the British were able to locate the cruiser and block the delta exits. But it was not until July 11, 1915, that ships with a shallow draft 

were used to attack the “Königsberg” directly and destroy it to a large extent. A few pieces shown below have survived from the time of the blockade, which were 

mixed with the civilian outgoing mail. They can be recognized, among other things, by the censorship stamps from Lindi. Location or sender information was not 

allowed for reasons of confidentiality, but the crew members of the "Königsberg" are known. 

 

Mail from the cruiser “Königsberg” with postmark 

Lindi 3/9/15. 4 H stationary type P23, written by 

intelligence officer Herbert Hinrichs. Here the seal of the 

Lindi district office was used as a censorship stamp. The 

card left GEA with the 5th post dispatch on March 10th, 

1915. The missing PEA transit stamp is typical for this 

dispatch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail from the cruiser Königsberg with postmark 

Lindi 5/9/15, 4 H stationary type P23, written by 

machinist in chief Adolf Bachmann, without location, 

dated "April 26, 1915". Added the L1 "Censorship 

passed" of the post office surveillance Lindi and transit 

postmark Laurenco Marques from 6/24/15 typical for the 

7th mail dispatch. The card is shown in the book of Dr. 

Herbert Stock "SMS Königsberg" on page 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Mail from colony to colony during the war 

 

4 H stationary type P23 canceled in DES 

September 24th, 1914, to a company in 

Swakopmund in German Southwest Afrika 

(GSWA). The card left GEA with the first mail 

dispatch with the typical IBO transit postmark 

10/16/14 and went on to Germany. In the 

international post office in Cologne Deutz it was 

found that delivery to GSWA was impossible due 

to Bcritish blockade. Therefore, the card received 

the two box stamps "Back - No connection" and 

the routing stamp "via Lisbon - Mozambique - 

Porto Amelia - Palma". On June 18, 1915, the 

card received another transit postmark in 

Laurenco Marques and went back to GEA from 

there. Of this type of card that went to Germany 

and came back via PEA with the original 

destination GSWA, only about five are known. 

 

 

Incoming Mail from neutral foreign countries 

 

Incoming mail from Chicago 

December 20th, 1914, to land 

surveyor Julius Seyd in 

Morogoro, GEA. Unfortunately, 

Seyd was drafted into the 

“Schutztruppe” and died in the 

battle of Jassini on January 

18th, 1915. Therefore, the letter 

with arrival postmarks Lindi and 

Morogoro 20th of March 1915, 

on back and weak censor stamp 

was returned to USA via PEA 

what can be seen from the 

transit postmark Lourenco 

Marques on back. Incoming mail 

from foreign countries what 

made it to GEA is rare. Like for 

the intercolonial mail only a 

few pieces are known. 

 

Scan of the backside with arrival and transit postmarks. Postmark Lindi could also be applied on 

the way back because the day is not clearly to see. 

 



 

Mail from Germany to GEA 

 

After the mail traffic from GEA via Lourenço Marques and Lisbon initially worked smoothly, there was no reason for the post in Germany not to use it the 

other way round to GEA. Mail from Germany to the colony is far rarer because many people in the colony at the time had other things in mind than collecting 

and keeping their mail. In principle, however, this postal service was only possible until mid-1915. Later it was rejected by the Portuguese authorities due to 

British intervention. 
 

 
 

Postcard Bavaria 5 Pfennig with Deggendorf postmark from 5/4/1915 to Dar es Salaam. The Imperial Post processed all mail to the colonies through 

its foreign censorship offices in Cologne and Emmerich. To make the routing clear, the box stamp shown above was made “Via Lisbon - Mozambique - 

Porto Amelia – Palma”. 
 

 
 

Postcard Bavaria 10 Pfennig with postmark Nuremberg 9/28/1915 to Moschi in GEA. A promotion had been attempted here, but the card had probably 

already come back from Lisbon. To inform the sender, a hectographed piece of paper has been stuck on with the message "Back from Portuguese East 

Africa for lack of transport possibility". The piece still shows the typical routing - box stamp and the stamp of the Cologne-Deutz foreign censorship office. 

Only a few pieces of this type have survived, because later no attempt was made anymore to ship mail and the foreign post office simply "returned" the 

pieces to the sender with no further information.



 

Makeshift measures taken by GEA Post in World War I 

 

Shortages of postage stamps arose by mid-1915 at the latest. Replenishment from Germany was not possible. The stationaries were also running out. So 

where do you get stamps from? At GEA Post, the idea came up of putting the stamps on the surveying ship “Möwe” and the stamps that could be salvaged 

from the wreck of the SMS “Königsberg” to a use. For this purpose, these remaining stocks were distributed to the most important postal agencies according 

to a key. However, they should only be used internally, e. g. for franking parcel cards. The cash franking was introduced for regular mail. GEA postcards 

could be reprinted from own resources, but of course without postage. So here, too, cash postage was necessary. 

 

 
 

Package card with 5 Pfg stamps from the inventory of the SMS "Königsberg", 25 copies on the front and back. on a yellow parcel card for a sample of 

goods to Dar es Salaam, with postmark    DODOMA 3/28/16 and on the reverse. Parcel receipt number 1082 and arrival stamp Dar es Salaam 3/29/16. on 

the back side. Because of the restriction for use in the office, only parcel cards with this postage are known and therefore rare. 

 

Scan the back of the parcel card with the receipt number and arrival postmark. 

 

The post agency Dodoma was opened 1/1/1911 and closed 7/28/1916 due to the war. 

Dodoma was a district capital and station of the Central Railway located halfway between 

Morogoro and Tabora. 

 



 

Introduction of cash paid postage 

 

As mentioned earlier, in April 1915, stamps began to run out. Therefore, the option of postage paid in cash was created in May 1915. The two printed matter that 

one could subscribe to at the time from the newspaper “Usambara Post” document this process from stamps to cash. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Printed matter with postmark Tanga on 2 ½ H from April 23, 1915, to Amani. Here the sender still had enough stamps for regular postage 

 

 
 

Printed matter with postmark Tanga June 1st, 1915, to Bulwa near Amani. This is a piece just after the transition to cash postage. The three-line frame 

stamp “Frei Laut Ein. Nachw. in Tanga“ was introduced on May 26th, 1915. The Franko 2 ½ H was added still by hand. From August 3rd on a manufactured 2 ½ 

Heller stamp was used instead of the handwritten postage. Other postage stamps were introduced on 1/7/16 (7½ Heller) and on 2/16/16 (4 Heller) depending on 

the availability of stamps. All other postage levels were noted by hand. The cash postage made it necessary to pay the fee at the post office counter, which was of 

course inconvenient. 



 

For only a very short time a stamp “Heller” was used in Tanga 

without any indication of the value, which was placed in front of it 

by hand. It is possible that the stamp was only used on July 

17, 1915, since the only two remaining pieces date from that day, 

here the handwritten “4” for a wrapper from Tanga to Korogwe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Company envelope canceled in Morogoro 4/13/16. The frame stamp “Fr. Lt. Einn. Nachw. In Morogoro” for the cash franking was added beside a 

handwritten 15 H for the 2nd weighaaaat level plus post officer´s signature. This purple frame stamp was in use from May 1915 to August 1916. Another 

problem for the GEA Post due to the blockade was that they did not have any new year numbers for the their stamps. With the type wheel stamps that were 

used in Tabora, Tanga and Daressalam, this was not a problem, as you could set any desired number. But it was with all other postal agencies. Therefore, 

the Post had provisional year numbers made in Dar es Salaam, the so-called "Big 16" as it was used here in the Morogoro postmark. Later it was replaced 

by the small or “Berliner” 16 coming from Germany with blockade breaker “Marie” (not shown here due to lack of space). 



 

 

Prepaid Evelopes 

 

As already noted, the cash franking 

was cumbersome. Therefore, from 

January 8th, 1916, the possibility was 

created to purchase prepaid envelopes 

from the postal agencies, but only for 

the standard letter postage of 7 ½ 

Heller. The condition was that at least 

10 envelopes or a multiple of 10 were 

sent in or presented. This was a 

simplification, especially for company 

mail. These envelopes always bore an 

official seal of one of the responsible 

post offices in Dar es Salaam, Tanga 

or Morogoro and a 7 ½ Heller stamp in 

different colours. 

 

Pre-franking Dar es Salaam 7 ½ H 

canceled with GEA stamp "c" from 

3/16/16 to Kurasini. The postage 

stamps DES were mostly in purple or 

red. Red stamps are found especially 

on early pieces (until April like here). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-franking Tanga 7½ Heller with 

official seal Tanga and weak violet 

postage stamp. What makes this 

document important in terms of postal 

history, however, is the postmark 

Moschi 4/13/16. This proves the 

short-term continued use of the 

stamp in Same from 11.3. until 22.5. 

after the agency in Moschi was 

closed on March 9, 1916 after british 

occupation. Further use of stamps from 

closed postal agencies has also been 

documented for a number of other 

postal agencies. This piece shows on 

back the transit and arrival postmarks 

Mombo 14.4. and Amani 19.4. The 

long delivery time of nearly a week 

(previously 1 day) shows the incipient 

collapse of the postal infrastructure. 

 



 

 

Special pieces of civil war mail 
 

 

Registered mail with 

acknowledgment of receipt: cash 

franking 45 Heller with frame stamp 

"Fr. lt. Einn. Nachw. In Morogoro" 

and signature of the official to 

Amani to Heinrich Brönnle at the 

Biological Agricultural Institute. 

Postmark Morogoro with a “big” 16 

from April 10, 1916 and on the 

reverse still remnants of the pink 

return receipt. R-label Einfeldt No. 5 

type 5b. Registered mail from 

wartime are rare, but with 

acknowledgment of receipt, they are 

real rarities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mixed postage: In the case of 

pre-paid envelopes, it could 

happen in rare cases that for 

an additional service as shown 

here for a registered mail, the 

normal postage was cleared 

with the pre-franking stamp but 

for the registered mail fee a 

15 H stamp was used, 

creating a mixture of cash and 

traditional postage. The letter 

was sent by railway mail from 

the Gottorp saltworks west of 

Tabora to Dar es Salaam 

(cancel train without number “b” 

from June 15, 1916). R-label 

Einfeldt No. 7 type 5b "f" 

(railway mail). Arrival in DES on 

June 17th, 1916 according 

postmark on back.  

 



 

 

Complete Letter Card from World War I 

 

 
 

37½ H franking on complete letter card with numerous entries from registered mail, posting stamp MOSCHI 7/3/15, deficit postage paid in Taveta and 

canceled “TAVETA DEUTSCHE FELDPOST 7/4/15”. With the cancellation of Taveta and the colored franking one of the most valuable letter cards of German 

East Africa from the war period. Taveta was a German field post station on British territory (see field post). However, it was also used for private mail and collector 

mail and, as you can see here, it was integrated into the civilian postal infrastructure during the war, in contrast to the later introduced mobile field post 

stations 1-3. 



 

 

7.2.2 Field Post 

 

Shortly after the start of the war on August 22nd, 1914, free field post was introduced for troop members. Probably the most famous field post station was 

Taveta just across the border to the British EAP. This place was occupied by German troops in September 1914 and held until the end of July 1915. The 

field post station there was a paradise for philatelists. But there was also one or the other "real field post" or mail to Germany, which was always subject to 

postage (see Section 7.2.1). After the British breakthrough into the north of the colony, mobile field post stations with field post stamps 1, 2 and 3 were set 

up and in use from June 1916 to 

October 1917. While station 1 was 

used more in the north, stations 2 and 

3 were used in the south (south of the 

Mittelandbahn). The stamps were 

produced in DES and then distributed 

to the individual commands. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Postage-free field post letter from 

Taveta from 1/6/1915 with reverse 

transit postmark Moschi and arrival in 

Tabora on January 18th, 1915. 

Pieces from Taveta with stamps are 

almost always philatelic 

 

 

 

 

Form field postcard with Taveta postmark 

from the day the field post station was 

closed on July 31, 1915. The card was 

addressed to head gardener Heinrich Brönnle 

from the Biological Agricultural Institute in 

Amani. Despite the philatelic background, it is 

a very interesting piece in terms of postal 

history. 

 

 



 

 

 

German-English parliamentary 

mail from autumn 1916 
 

Due to a lack of paper, this 

envelope was used a second time 

with the original address masked 

off, newly addressed to "Frau Ilka 

Batzner, Morogoro" as field post 

from the front. With German-

English double censorship, the 

English censorship stamp in blue 

with the name of the censor at the 

top right, the German censorship 

stamp in purple with the name of 

the censor "Dieterich" at the 

bottom left. One of the few 

surviving letters that were 

exchanged between German and 

British forces during the war. In 

the form shown here with each 

complete signature of both 

censors of particular value in 

terms of postal history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further use of the Lindi date stamp without the year 

17 on a folded letter to the district office at the 

Lukuledi mission station with the receipt stamp of 

the field post station 2 dated 23.8.17 on the 

backside. Possibly unique in the combination. The 

Lindi stamp was used in the hinterland of the coast 

from January to mid-October 1917. Field Post Station 

2 was in operation from June 1916 to October 1917 in 

an area between the Central Railway and Lukuledi. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

The last still working post office in DOA 1917: Secret field post letter from the Navy Command: Mahenge 7/7/17. Field post letter with handwritten note 

"Secret!" to the head of the command of the naval troops, first lieutenant to sea Wenig. Above left with a sender note from the Corvette Captain Koch. Both 

the sender and recipient were crew members of the SMS "Königsberg". On back with arrival postmark field post station 2 GEA 14.7.17 (scan see above).  
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Part scan of arrival 

postmark field post 

station 2 
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